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1.0 TERMS OF REFERENCE

l, JOHAN WESSEL ELFERINK, Attorney-General and Minister for Justice, ask the Northern Territory
Law Reform Committee (the Committee) to investigate, examine and report on law reform in
relation to the interactions between people with mental health issues and the justice system, and
ways that this interaction, as well as outcomes for both the individual and society, might be
improved.

Matters for the Committee to Consider

L. What measures might be taken to improve the interaction that people experiencing mental
health issues have with the justice system? ln particular, what steps might be taken to ensure
that the first point of contact for a person experiencing mental health issues after arrest is

with the mental health system and not the justice system? ln its assessment of this matter,
the Committee should consider:

(a) whether a court based mental health clinician, would assist and how this might function in
practice. ln considering this matter, the Committee should have regard to schemes of this
nature that exist in other jurisdictions, such as the Mental Health Court Liaison Service in
Victoria; and

(b) whether a medical examination should occur if the police suspect that an arrested person
has mental health issues and, if so, where this assessment should occur.

2. ln particular, whether a better outcome might be achieved by amending section 77(4) to
provide a court exercising summary jurisdiction with options other than a mandatory dismissal
of the charge ¡f the matters set out in section 77(41 are satisfied and a defence of mental
illness or mental disturbance is established. ln addition to any other options, the Committee
should consider whether it might be appropriate to:

(a) provide a court exercising summary jurisdiction with powers under Part 4 of the Sentencing
Act (Community Treatment Orders); and/or

(b) provide the court with powers similar to those given under Part llA of the Criminal Code to
the Supreme Court when a finding of not guilty by reason of mental impairment is made
(custodial and non-custodial supervision orders, in addition to unconditional release).

ln considering sectíon 77 oL the Mental Health and Reloted Services Act, I refer the
Committee to O'Neillv Lockyer Í201-21NTSC 10.

The Committee should also consider any relevant reviews conducted in other jurisdictions.

Without limiting the Committee's consideration of reviews conducted in other jurisdictions, I

refer the Committee to the Victorian Law Reform Commission review of the Crimes (Mental
lmpairment and Unfitness to be Tried) Act L997 (Vic). ln particular, chapter five of the June

2014 report may be of assistance. lt considers whether the Crimes (Mentol lmpairment and
Unfitness to be Tried) Act 7997 (Vic) should permit the Magistrates' Court to make a

supervision order or other orders appropriate to the jurisdiction, rather than being required
to discharge the accused if they are found not guilty because of a mental impairment.

ln undertaking this reference, the Committee should consult with relevant professionals and
agencies in both the Northern Territory and in other jurisdictions and invite written submissions.
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The Committee should consider the legislative and policy approaches taken in other jurisdictions
but have regard to the unique Northern Territory context in making recommendations. The
Committee should also have general regard to the cost implications of recommendations.

I request the Committee present to me a completed report by 30 November 20L5 [*l

[* Due to the significant issues to be considered and scale of consultation to be undertaken, on 22
September 2015 the Northern Territory Law Reform Committee was granted an extension to
3L March 2016 to complete their Reportl
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2.0 RECOMMENDATIONS

Recommendation 1

'Mental disturbance' should be added as one of the inclusions under the definition of
'mental impairment' in section 434 of the Criminal Code.

Recommendation 2

The definition of 'mental illness' under section 434 of the Criminal Code should be replaced with

reference to section 6 of the Mentol Heolth and Related Services Act.

Recommendation 3

Section 43C(1Xb) of the NT Criminal Code should not be amended to replace '(that is that he or

she could not reason with a moderate of sense and composure about whether the conduct is

perceived by reasonable people was wrong)' with '(that is, he or she did not have the capacity to
think rationally about whether the conduct as perceived by reasonable people was wrong)'.

Recommendation 4

The assessment and diversion of individuals prior to a matter being brought before the court

should remain a matter for the NT Police.

Recommendation 5

There should be established a specialist Mental Health Court or Mental Health Diversion List constituted by

an appropriately qualified Magistrate to which persons with possible mental health íssues (including

cognitive impairment), who have been charged with the commission of a criminal offence in the Court of

Summary Jurisdíction, would be referred, and thereby diverted from the regular criminal justice system and

into a forum better equipped to deal with defendants who may have mental health issues or a cognitive

impairment.

Recommendation 6

lf it appears that a defendant may have mental health issues, including cognitive impairment, the Court of
Summary Jurisdiction should refer such person's matter/s to the Mental Health Court or Mental Health

Diversion List.
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Recommendation 7

The following persons should be able to report concerns regarding a defendant's mental health to
the Court of Summary Jurisdiction:

(a) Members of the police force;
(b) Legal representatives of such person;

(c) Those involved in the prosecution of such persons;

(d) Community Corrections Officer;
(e) The family or family carers, or other persons involved in the care of such persons;

(f) Any member of the public having a connection with and sufficient knowledge of such
person to give relevant information about such persons.

The means for making and receiving a 'report' will be managed by the Court

Recommendation 8

The jurisdiction of the Mental Health Court or Mental Health Diversion List should include, but not be
limited to:

(a) Assessment of a defendant's bailapplication;
(b) Assessment and admission of a defendant, under Part 10, Divisionl of the MHRSA;

(c) Consideration of applications for dismissal of a charge on the basis of mental íllness or mental

disturbance, under section 77 oÍ the MHRSA;

(d) Making voluntary treatment plans, under section 78 of the MHRSA;

(e) Making orders for and consideration of pre-sentence reports requiring psychiatric or psychological

examinations; and

(f) Making MentalHealth Orders, under Part4 of the Sentencing Act.

Recommendation 9

The Mental Health Court or Mental Health Diversion List should have all powers of the Court of Summary
Jurisdiction, including but not limited to:

(a) Hearing such evidence and examining such reports as it considers necessary and, hearing all
arguments and submissions as may be addressed to it by legal representatives or mental health
professionals, including Mental Health Clinicians and the Chief Health Officer;

(b) Ordering the provision of reports from an expert as necessary;

(c) Ordering the defendant attend for examination, for the purpose of preparation of such a report as

necessary.

Recommendation 10

The Mental Health Court or Mental Health Diversion List should consider any referred matter in its
entirety, including any examination of the defendant's fitness to stand trial, defence of mental

impairment or, finding none of these, the defendant's sentence and plea of Guilty.
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Recommendation 11

The Mental Health Court or Mental Health Diversion List should only refer a matter back to the Court of
Summary Jurisdiction if it determines:

(a) there is no mental impairment; and

(b) the defendant is fit to stand trial; and

(c) the defendant wishes to plead Not Guilty.

Such a hearíng is then to be conducted in the ordinary criminal justíce stream of the Court of Summary
Jurisdiction.

Recommendation 12

The Chief Magistrate may at any time, and in his complete discretion, give such directions as to the
procedures to be adopted in the Mental Health Court or Mental Health Diversion List as he considers will
be conducive to the more efficient operation of the Court.

Recommendation 13

Mental Health Clinicians should be appointed to assist the Court of Summary Jurisdiction and

specialist Mental Health Court or Mental Health Diversion List in all matters which may arise in

relation to the mental health of a defendant, including but not limited to:

(a) making an initial assessment of persons appearing before the Court of Summary

Jurisdiction and accused of a criminal offence and report to the court if it appears that such

persons may be suffering from mental illness;

(b) reporting and seeking immediate assistance from appropriate authorities under the Mentøl
Heolth and Related Services Act if it appears that such persons may be in immediate danger

of self-harm or harming others;
(c) assisting the Mental Health Court or Mental Health Diversion List to consider whether a

person appearing before that Court, may be suffering from a mental illness;

(d) linking such persons with such services as may be of help in their condition and, if
necessary, to seek immediate assistance from such services.

(e) carrying out such functions or make such reports as the Chief Magistrate may direct;
(f) being aware of and applying, where appropriate, the objects of the Mentol Health and

Reloted Services Act as set out in section 3;

(g) coordinating and assisting with preparation of assessments, treatment plans and

communication of the same to the Court, under Part L0 of the Mental Heolth ond Reloted

Services Act; and

(h)the monitoring of the person's progress while on the treatment plan and reporting to the

court on the person's progress at periodic court reviews.
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Recommendation 14

The appointment of Mental Health Clinicians should be up to the Chief Magistrate, however,

considerations regarding the minimum qualifications of such Clinicians should be given, including

but not restricted to:

(a) Holding qualifications in nursing, social work, psychology or psychiatry;

(b) Having a post graduate certificate in mental health; or
(c) Having forensic mental health experience in courts, prison or the community.

Recommendation 15

The Mental Health Court or Mental Health Diversion List should have jurisdiction to hear all

matters currently falling within section 77 of the Mental Health and Reloted Services Act.

Recommendation 16

The requirement for a Certificate to be furnished by the Chief Health Officer under section 77 of
the Mental Heolth ond Reloted Services Act should be removed and replaced with the requirement

for a comprehensive report to be completed by the Chief Health Officer or an 'authorised

psychiatric practitioner'or'designated mental health practitioner'as definedin Mental Health ond

Related Services Act.

Recommendation 17

The Report referred to in recommendation 16 should address the defendant's mental impairment

and provide recommendations regarding the defendant's ongoing supervision and treatment.

Matters to be considered in the report need to reflect the matters set out in section 77(4) of the

Mental Heolth and Reloted Services Act.

Recommendation 18

The Mental Health Court or Mental Health Diversion List should be provided with the power to
make therapeutic supervisory orders in the form of Part llA, Division 5 of the Criminal Code, but

with variation to ensure that processes are simplified as far as practical to align with the practice

and conduct of the Court of Summary Jurisdiction including - the limitation that supervision orders

be made for a specific period of time, no longer than 12 months, having regard to the therapeutic

needs ofthe person.

Recommendation 19

ln relation to all matters that the Court of Summary Jurisdiction would have jurisdiction to hear

summarily (including minor indictable offences), all questions relating to a defendant's fitness to
stand trial should be dealt with bythe Mental Health Court or Mental Health Diversion List.
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Recommendation 20

The process and matters to be considered by the Mental Health Court or Mental Health Diversion

List in determining the defendant's fitness should be adapted from those under Part llA of the
Criminal Code, simplified as far as practical to align with the practice and conduct of the Court of
Summary Jurisdiction.

Recommendation 21

The exchange of information between the Department of Health, Mental Health Review Tribunal,

court clinicians and the Court should be formalised so as to ensure workable information sharing

arrangements and compliance with the lnformation Act.

Recommendation 22

Ensuring that the victim of an offence remains informed throughout the process and is provided

the opportunity to express their views, should be a priority. Counselling services should also be

made available to the victim.
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3.0 INTRODUCT¡ON

The reference by the Attorney-General asks

What measures might be taken to improve the interaction that people experiencing mental

health issues have with the justice system.

(The reference continues with particular comments and suggestions relevant to the basic question

set out above.)

Far greater recognition exists today of the concept of what can broadly be described as 'mental

illness'. The fact is that the concept itself is not confined to one particular set of symptoms, but

can be manifest in various ways not necessarily connected, but nevertheless all falling within the

description of 'mental illness' or 'mental impairment'. The definition of mental impairment in

section 434 of the Criminal Code 'includes' senility, intellectual disability, mental illness, brain

damage and involuntary intoxication. Any one of these conditions differs quite radically from any

other in symptoms, recognition and treatment; yet all can be accepted as excusing a person

suffering from such a condition from criminal liability if an action clearly contrary to the criminal

law is committed without the mind which goes with it.

The inclusion of 'mental illness' within the term 'mental impairment' in section 434 widens the

scope of the expression far beyond those specific examples named. The definition of 'mental

illness' in the Code and the differing definition in section 6 of the Mental Health and Reloted

Services Act both indicate a far more comprehensive view of 'mental impairment'. The intention

of the legislation seems clearly to allow the courts a wide discretion in accepting psychiatric or

specialist evidence of 'mental impairment' even if the particular condition is not 'included' in the

definition.

But, whatever professional designation is given to the condition as an indicator of mental

impairment, a person proved to be suffering from that condition is not thereby entitled to be

acquitted of the criminal offence for which the person has been charged unless they also prove on

the balance of probabilities (the onus being on the person) that, at the time of committing the

offence alleged, they did not know what they were doing or, if they did know, they did not know

that what they were doing was wrong. This is the M'Naghten Test, discussed further in this Report

in section 4.0, which, for the reasons given, is not likely to be repealed. For the purposes of the

criminal law, the M'Naghten Test marks out the borderline between those responsible for their

own actions, and therefore subject to criminal law, and those not so responsible and therefore not

within the sanctions of the criminal law.

The rapidly increasing knowledge of and research into mental illness; and, happily, the increasing

success of various forms of treatment, raises a sort of no-mans-land between those who can

successfully 'pass'the M'Naghten Test and those who cannot, but would still be 'mentally ill' in the

medical or psychiatric sense. Thus, to refer back to some of the conditions named in section 43A

of the Criminal Code, a person suffering 'brain damage' or 'intellectual disability' might still be
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capable of forming the requisite intention to commit a crime and to know that the action was

wrong.

It could be argued that the answer to a criminal charge in which the defendant has failed to
convince the court to acquit under the M'Naghten Rules, but does show signs of mental illness, is

to make appropriate allowances in sentencing.

Sections 79 and 80 of the Sentencing Act (NT) give the court power to make various orders for the

welfare and treatment of a person ¡f the court is of the opinion that the person appears to be

mentally ill, or mentally disturbed. But this power operates only if the person 'is found guilty of an

offence'. Similarly, the Court of Summary Jurisdiction may request a certificate from the Chief

Health Officer as to whether a defendant was suffering from mental illness or mental disturbance

at the time of the alleged offence; but can only dismiss the charge if the M'Naghten Rules apply.l

Under section 78 of the Mentol Heolth and Related Services Act the court may seek the assistance

of the Chief Health Officer and direct treatment; but only if the defendant has pleaded guilty or

been found guilty.2

The problem for a better informed society is that persons suffering a mental illness, but who

cannot pass the M'Naghten Test must necessarily be convicted of a crime before the court can act

to bring about necessary treatment.

Most Australian citizens these days would feel if a mentally ill person was convicted for an act

substantially related to, or caused by their illness, this would be an unjust result unfairly

stigmatising a person for something over which he had little control. On the other hand, the

situation could be reached that, taking an overgenerous view, some form of mental illness or

disturbance might be found to explain practically any behaviour of a defendant which, in normal

circumstances, would constitute a criminal act. Modern psychiatry can give reasons why a person

commits a crime, and such reasons may invite sympathy and a desire to deal leniently with a

person so badly treated by destiny. Yet the person does not come within the M'Naghten Rules if
they knew what they were doing and that it was wrong.

The courts must therefore be alert to the question as to what extent a defendant may genuinely
rely upon a condition which excuses the person from punishment or whether the court can insist
that the defendant must take responsibility for their own actions.

The Recommendations in this Report are directed to a speedy recognition of mental illness, and

the process which diverts a person suffering from such to a forum better equipped to make orders
or directions appropriate to the situation.

Obviously, the earlier the recognition of a mental health issue, the better for the person involved
and for the community. ln this respect the police are the front line and this Report acknowledges
their importance (Recommendation 4).

1 
sections 77(21and (41(b), Mentat Heatth ond Retated Services Act.

2 
Section 73(1)(a), Mentol Heatth ond Retated Services Act.
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Likewise, other members of the public with knowledge of a person's condition (e.g. family) should
be encouraged to report their knowledge or concerns to the Court of Summary Jurisdiction
(Recommendation 7).

The Court of Summary Jurisdiction should have permanently attached to it Mental Health
Clinicians to assess possible mental health issues and report to and assist the court
(Recommendations 13-L4).

lf it appears that a defendant is in difficulties apparently caused by mental illness, the Court of
Summary Jurisdiction may refer the matter to a Mental Health Court or Mental Health Diversion
List presided over by a Magistrate with experience in such cases, assisted by persons qualified in
mental health care.

(Detailed discussion of the powers and procedures of the Mental Health Court or Mental Health
Diversion List are contained in those parts of this Report which refer to Recommendations 5-12
and 15).

Without limiting the above, the effect should be that, in appropriate cases, persons before the
Mental Health Court or Mental Health Diversion List would be discharged if their condition is

genuinely one of mental illness and they comply with such directions as the Mental Health Court
or Mental Health Diversion List requires. The court may also seek a comprehensive report from
the Chief Health Officer or other mental health care providers (Recommendations 8, 9 and L6).

For convenience and expedition, it is also recommended that where practicable and if within the
jurisdiction of the Court of Summary Jurisdiction, the question relating to a defendant's fitness to
stand trial be dealt with by the Mental Health Court or Mental Health Diversion List
(Recommendations L5-20).

ln effect this Report makes a series of Recommendations which it considers will allow persons
suffering mental illness who come into contact with the Criminal Law to be promptly recognised
and treated and in appropriate cases, discharged. But it may well be the case that some will
remain a threat to the public because of their mental illness and the Mental Health Court or
Mental Health Diversion List must be alert to these situations. ln addition it will be expected of
the Mental Health Court or Mental Health Diversion List that, in discharging a defendant whose
conduct has appeared dangerous in the past, the Court clearly explain its reasons for the benefit
of the public who may have serious concerns about what they would otherwise regard as unduly
lenient orders.

NOTE: ln preparing this Report, the Northern Territory Law Reform Committee, conducted a series
of Round Table discussions with a number of stakeholders. Formal written submissions were also
received by the Chief Health Officer, Professor Dinesh Arya and the Chief Psychiatrist, Dr Peggy

Brown. The Committee is grateful for the submissions made by all involved. A full list of
stakeholders who participated is contained at Appendix A and a copy of Professor Arya and
Dr Brown's formal submissions is at Appendix B.
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4.0 OVERARCHING PRINCIPLES

While undertaking their inquiry, the NTLRC has formulated a number of overarching principles

that should apply to proceedings involving a defendant's mental health:

L Every effort should be made to afford a defendant whose capacity may be in doubt such

adjustments as he or she reasonably requires to be able to participate in a full criminal process

and to maintain that capacity for the whole of the process;

2. The provision of equitable and improved access to justice for mentally ill or disturbed persons

within the criminal justice system;

3. Those unable to engage in a fulltrial process but who have sufficient understanding and

decision-making capacity to plead guilty should be able to do so;

4. Wherever possible, orders should favour treatment in a therapeutic environment rather than a

correctional environment;

5. lf an individual is not guilty by way of mental impairment, their condition is clearly serious

enough that it is best met by the health care system;

6. The improvement of community safety and reduction of recidivism by the diversion of
mentally ill persons from the criminaljustice system and into appropriate treatment and

support;

7 . Consistent with the principles of the Mentol Health ond Reloted Services Act, involuntary

detention and treatment should be a last resort;

8. There is a need for appropriate resourcing, training and materials to be provided to staff

working in the field so that they can adequately explain the process to victims and the

community.
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5.0 M'NAGHTEN RULES: INDICTABLE OFFENCES

[T]o establish a defence on the ground of insanity it must be clearly proved that, at the time of
committing the act, the accused was labouring under such a defect of reason, from disease of
the mind, as not to know the nature and quality of the act he was doing; or, if he did know it,

that he did not know he was doing what was wrong.t

This test, propounded by the judges of England in 1843, was generally accepted in

common law countries throughout the world including the Northern Territory under

South Australian jurisdiction and, after 79II, under federal jurisdiction, and from 1978 and

thereafter, u nder self-govern ment.

lf sufficiently proved, the verdict in such a case was 'not guilty on the grounds of insanity' (save for
a period in England when, apparently at the urging of Queen Victoria, the verdict was 'guilty but

insane').

ln the NT in 2002 the term 'mental impairment was substituted for the term 'insanity'.4

The defence of mental impairment is contained in section 43C of the Criminal Code (NT) provides

43C Defence of mental impairment

(1-) The defence of mental impairment is estoblíshed if the court finds that a person charged
with an offence wo1 ot the time of corrying out the conduct constituting the offence, suffering

from o mental impoirment and os a consequence of that impairment:

(a) he or she did not know the nature ond quolity of the conduct;

(b) he or she did not know that the conduct was wrong (thot is he or she could not reason
with o moderote degree of sense and composure about whether the conduct, os

perceived by reasonable people, wos wrong); or

(c) he or she wos not oble to control his or her actions.

(2) lf the defence of mentøl impairment is estoblished, the person must be found not guilty
because of mentol impairment.

ln accordance with sections 43D and 43E of the Criminal Code, the onus of proof is on the accused

to prove that they were suffering from a mental impairment at the time of engaging in the

impugned conduct, on the balance of probabilities.

Note that sect¡on a3C(1)(a) and (b) are in the same terms, and therefore adopt the M'Naghten

Rules. Subsection (c) is a defence now generally accepted in both Australian and American

jurisdictions.

3 M'Naghten's Case (1843) 8 ER7t8 aT722
a 

Criminal Code Amendment (Mental lmpairment ond LJnfitness to be Tried) Act 2002
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5.1 Has the substitution of the term 'mental impairment' for the term 'insanity'
widened the scope of the defence?

As noted, the test remains the same as in the M'Naghten Rules. Thus in whatever psychiatric

category the accused may be placed, it must still be shown on the balance of probabilities, that
the accused did not know the nature and quality of their conduct, or did not know that this

conduct was wrong.

'Mental impairment' is not defined in the Criminal Code (NT). At most, section 434 of the Criminal

Code states that the term 'includes' senility, intellectual disability, mental illness, brain damage

and involuntary intoxication. This is not a definition, merely a list of certain conditions which may

be included in the definition. The word 'includes' necessarily implies that the list is not closed.

It would seem that the expression 'mental impairment' ¡s an attempt to expand or clarify the

concept of 'disease of the mind' in the M'Naghten Rules. Even so, it is fair to say that:

A great deal of the old common law relating to insanity is therefore still relevant to the new

defence.s

The NT Criminal Code, section 43A, does contain a definition of the term 'mental illness':

mental illness means on underlying pathological infirmity of the mind; whether of long or
short duration ønd whether permonent or temporary, but does not include o condition thot
results from the reaction of a healthy mind to extraordinary stimuli (although such o condition

may be evidence of a mental illness if it involves some abnormality and is prone to recur).

Since the terms 'mental impairment' and 'mental illness' appear as separate terms in section 43A

they cannot be equated together, and it appears that the latter term is merely a specific instance

of the former.

Part llA of the Criminal Code relevantly only applies to the Supreme Cour$ for a court exercising

Summary Jurisdiction the expression 'mental illness' is much more precisely defined in section 6 of
the Mentol Heolth and Related Services Act as follows:

(7) A mentøl illness is a condition that seriously impairs, either temporarily or permanently,
the mental functioning of o person in one or more of the oreos of thought, mood, volition,
perception, orientotion or memory ond is chorocterised:

(a) by the presence of at least one of the following symptoms:

(i) delusions;

(ii) hallucinations;

(iii) serious disorders of the streom of thought;

t 
Grey, S. Blokland, J. (2OL2l Criminol Laws Northern Territory. Second Edition. Sydney: The Federation Press.
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(iv) serious disorders of thought form;

(v) serious disturbances of mood; or

(b) bV sustained or repeoted irrationol behaviour thot moy be token to indicate the
presence of ot leost one of the symptoms referred to in parograph (a).

(2) A determination thot a person has o mental illness is only to be mode in occordance with
i nte rnati on a I ly o cce pted cl i n i ca I sta n d o rd s.

(3) A person is not to be considered to hove a mental illness merely because he or she:

(a) expresses or refuses or fails to express a porticulor politicol or religious opinion or
belief, o particular philosophy or a particular sexual preference or sexual orientation; or

(b) engoges, or refuses or foils to engoge, in o particular political, religious or cultural
activity; or

(c) engages, or hos engaged, in sexuol promiscuity, immoral or illegol conduct or onti-
sociølbehoviour; or

(d) has o sexuol disorder; or

(e) is intellectuolly disobled; or

(f) uses alcohol or other drugs; or

(g) hos o personality disorder or o hobit or impulse disorder; or

(h) has, or has not, a particular politicø\, economic or social status; or

(j) communicates, or refuses or fails to communicate, or behoves or refuses or foils to
behove, in o monner consistent with his or her cultural beliefs, prøctices or mores; or

(k) is, or is not, a member of o particulor cultural, rocial or religious group; or

(m) is involved, or hos been involved, in fømily or professional conflict; or

(n) hos been treoted for mentol illness or hos been detoined in a hospital that provides

treatment of mentol illness; or

(p) has been admitted as an involuntory patient on the grounds of mentol disturbonce or
complex cognitive impoirment; or

(q) has ocquired broin domoge

Whether there is any practical difference in the two definitions is unclear

It would seem that this definition of mental impairment in section 434 of the Criminal Code is so

defined to allow specific expressions to be added, from time to time. The definition of mental
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illness is wide enough to allow the court to adopt various aspects of mental impairment.

Accordingly, the definition of mental impairment should remain open to include any further
conditions as necessary.

However, consistent with section 77 of the Mentol Health and Related Services Acf, mental

disturbance should be added as one of the inclusions under the definition of mental impairment

under the Criminal Code.

Further, for consistency and precision, the definition of mental illness under section 6 of the

Mentol Health ønd Reloted Services Act should be preferred to that under the Criminal Code. The

NTLRC further understands that the definition of mental illness under section 77 of the MHRSA is

more closely aligned with the tenets of modern psychiatry.

5.2 Should the M'Naghten Rules be changed?

ln broad terms, the consensus seems to be 'No'.

The Victorian Law Reform Commission Report, Review of the Crimes (Mental lmpoirment and

Unfitness to be Tried) Act 7997, comments on the earlier NSWLRC Report, People with cognitive

and mental health impairments in the criminal justice system: Criminal responsibility and

consequences,6 and noted 'in its recent review the NSWLRC recommended retaining both

elements of the McNaghten test'. Section 20 of the Victorian Crimes (Mental lmpoirment and

Unfitness to be Tried) Act 1-997 is in precisely the same terms as section a3C(a) and (b) of the Nt
Criminal Code. The VLRC examined those provisions and reported:

The Commission does not recommend any changes to the essent¡al elements of the two limbs

of the mental impairment defence but recommends changes to the test for assessing whether

a person knows their conduct is wrong.

The Commission agrees with the view expressed by clinicians in submissions and consultations

that the phrase 'to reason with a moderate degree of sense and composure' requires

clarification. The Commission's recommendation therefore seeks to clarify the meaning of
the second limb of the defence of mental impairment only.

Accordingly, recommendation 25 of the VLRC Report was as follows:

Section 20(1Xb) of the Crimes (Mentol lmpoirment and Unfitness to be Tried) Act L997 (Vic)

should be amended to replace 'that is, he or she could not reason with a moderate degree of
sense and composure about whether the conduct, as perceived by reasonable people, was
wrong' with 'that is, he or she did not have the capacity to think rationally about whether the
conduct, as perceived by reasonable people, was wrong.

It is noted that the Victorian legislature has not so far adopted the suggested amendment.

5 
People with cognitive and mental health impairments in the criminal justice system: Criminal responsibility and

consequences: Report No 138: May 2013: New South Wales Law Reform Commission.
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It is also ¡mportant to note that, in passing the amendments to the Criminal Code in 2002, the NT

Parliament did not intend any change in the form of the M'Naghten Rules. ln introducing the Bill

the Attorney-General, Dr Toyne, said:

A defence of mental impairment will replace the defence of insanity, although the substantive

law regarding the offence remains unchanged.T

Subject to the definitional changes discussed in section 5.1 above, there seems no reason to
amend the M'Naghten Rules as appearing in the NT Criminal Code. Although the suggested

variation of the M'Naghten Rules may seem to clarify to some degree the present wording, the
degree of clarification does not appear to justify amendment of a familiar and long-accepted

terminology.

Recommendation I
'Mental disturbance' should be added as one of the inclusions under the definition ot
'mental impairment' in section 434 of the Criminal Code.

Recommendation 2

The definítion of 'mental illness' under section 434 of the Criminal Code should be replaced with
reference to section 6 of the Mentol Health ond Related Services Act.

Recommendation 3

Section 43C(1Xb) of the NT Criminal Code should not be amended to replace '(that is that he or

she could not reason with a moderate of sense and composure about whether the conduct is

perceived by reasonable people was wrong)' with '(that is, he or she did not have the capacity to
think rationally about whether the conduct as perceived by reasonable people was wrong)'.

t 
Dr Toyne: Criminal Code Amendment (Mental lmpairment and Unfitness to be Tried) Bill 2002: Second Reading

Speech : H ansard : 15.05.2002
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6.0 DEVELOPMENT OF MENTAI IMPAIRMENT AS A DEFENCE

The introduction of the term 'mental impairment' into the NT Criminal Code, as with similar

amendments in other Australia jurisdictions, was accompanied with a considerable change in the

legislative policy dealing with such cases. This policy reflected the increase in contemporary views

that persons mentally impaired could be effectively treated, and that only in extreme cases could

a lengthy or even permanent confinement be justified.

ln earlier times the defence of insanity' was pleaded only in serious cases. This was because a

finding of insanity' meant that the court ordered the accused to be kept in custody as a 'criminal

lunatic'. The result, as earlier editions of Kenny's Outlines of Criminal Law8 relate, the
confinement is usually lifelong'.

Thus it was hardly in the interests of an accused charged with, say, theft or burglary, to plead

insanity and ensure a probable lifelong detention; whereas, if simply convicted, he could face a

term of years, at the expiration of which he would be free to continue his professional career.

Only in the more extreme case of, say, a charge of murder, when the penalty on conviction was

death, might an accused be prepared to plead 'insanity'as the lesser of two evils.

The position these days is vastly different. Section 431(21of the Criminal Code allows the court to
release the accused under a supervision order or unconditionally. Further, under section 431(3),

the court may also make an interim order for bail, remand of the person in custody (whether in a

custodial correctional facility or another place) and/or the examination of the person by a

psychiatríst or other expert.

Contemporary methods of treatment achieve the result that many persons suffering mental

impairment do not need to be detained for long periods, and, while being detained, may receive

treatment appropriate to theír condition.s

sFor example, the 15th Edition, L946, page 67.
t Detailed rules about the supervision orders that may be made by the Supreme Court, after a defendant is found not
guilty, are contained in Part llA, Division 5 of the Criminal Code.
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7.0 EARLIEST POSSIBLE EXAMINATION

ln her submission (refer Appendix B) the Chief Psychiatrist, Dr Peggy Brown, stresses the need for
targeted training for Police so that they may exercise discretion about whom and when to charge

an offender, if the offender appears mentally ill. Dr Brown also recommends early assessment by

clinical staff after apprehension of mentally ill persons by Police, in accordance with the National

Principles for Forensic Mental Health (refer Appendix C).

The NTLRC notes Dr Brown's comments and the importance of NT Police and the Department of
Health liaising closely to explore initiatives for pre-court assessment and diversion of individuals

who have mental health issues.

NT Police are already involved in the interaction between the criminaljustice system and persons

with mental health issues.

Section 32A of the Mental Health and Reloted Services Act provides that if a police officer believes

on reasonable grounds that:

(a) a person may require treatment or care under the Act having regard to the appearance

and behaviour of the person; and

(b) the person is likely to cause serious harm to himself or herself or to someone else unless

apprehended immediately; and

(c) it is not practicable in the circumstances to seek the assistance of a psychiatric

practitioner, a medical practitioner or a designated mental health practitioner

the police officer may apprehend the person and bring the person to an authorised psychiatric

practitioner, a medical practitioner or a designated mental health practitioner for an assessment

under section 33. The practítioner is then required to make an assessment under section 33 of the

Mentol Heolth ønd Related Services Act,to determine whether the person is in need of treatment

under the Act.

Pursuant to section 37 of the Mentol Health and Related Services Act a practitioner or police

officer may apply to the Mental Health Review Tribunal for a warrant to apprehend a person who

may be unable to care for himself or herself, and who may fulfil the criteria for involuntary

admission on the grounds of mental illness or mental disturbance,to in circumstances where all

other reasonable avenues to assess the person have been exhausted. A warrant issued by the

Tribunal authorises a police officer to apprehend and control the person and to bring the person

to a practitioner for an assessment of the person.11

Therefore, there are already in place some statutory mechanisms for early intervention in relation

to persons suspected of suffering from a mental illness or a mental disturbance. The NTLRC

understands that a police officer making an assessment under section 32A of the Mentol Heølth

to ln accordance with s14 and 15 of the Mentat Heotth ond Retated Services Act.
11 A section 37 warrant may also authorise a practitioner to apprehend and control the person and to conduct an

assessment of the person.
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ond Related Services Acf will refer the person to the Crisis Assessment Triage Team (CATT) in the

first instance. ln remote locations, where access to the Crisis Assessment Triage Team is

unavailable, other arrangements are in place with local clinics to arrange assessments.

Of course, where there has been such intervention involving a person charged with a criminal

offence it is essential that the court be apprised of that interaction with the mental health system

as early as possible during criminal proceedings so as to assist in the diversion of that person from

the regular criminal justice process.

It is worth noting that as part of his coronial findings in relation to the inquest into the death of
Terrence Daniel Briscoe l2OI2l NTMC 032, the Northern Territory Coroner made some

observations about the employment of nurses in NT Watch Houses,l2 and recommended that the

Northern Territory Government give urgent attention to providing nursing staff on a daily basis to

the Watch Houses in Darwin, Alice Springs, Katherine and Tennant Creek, together with a suitably

equipped medical room within the Watch House.l3 lt is understood that custody nurses are

employed at the Darwin, Katherine and Alice Springs Watch Houses. Tennant Creek does not

employ a 'custody nurse' but rather relies upon arrangements taking advantage of the closeness

of the police watch house to the hospital.

The employment of nurses at NT Watch Houses presents as a key mechanism for screening and

identifying persons who may be suffering from a mental illness or mental disturbance at the

earliest possible time during their contact with the criminal justice system; and for the referral of
such persons to a medical practitioner, an authorised psychiatric practitioner or a designated

mental health practitioner for a mental health assessment and treatment if necessary.

NTLRC understands that NT Police rely on the Director of Public Prosecutions Guidelines when

making a decision to proceed with an arrest if the defendant's behaviour is predicated by some

form of mental health issues. lf a decision is made not to proceed with an arrest, thereby

diverting the person from the criminal justice system, NT Police have formalised referral

arrangements using 'supportlink' which allows members to refer the person to relevant support

agencies, including the Department of Health. This referral is also utilised if Police attend an

incident whereby the person's behaviour is 'unusual' but not criminal in nature.

It is also understood that NT Police have General Orders that address their dealings with mentally

ill persons.

Recommendation 4

The assessment and diversion of individuals prior to a matter being brought before the court

should remain a matter for the NT Police.

tt 
See pp 68-72 of the coronial findings.

tt 
See p 79 of the findings.
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8.0 SU MMARY JURISDICTION

The Court of Summary Jurisdiction has a number of powers under the Mental Health and Related

Services Act,in relation to accused persons with mental health issues.

8.1 lnvoluntary Treatment

Whether or not there has been any prior indication that a person may be suffering from a mental

illness, the person's mental state and presentation in court (whether in custody or on bail), in

addition to information given to the Court, may trigger the Court's powers under Part 10 Division 1

(sections 73A-76) of the Mentol Health ond Reløted Services Act.

A person who is subject to assessment and treatment under Part 10 Division 1of the MHRSA may
eíther be admitted to ba¡l or remanded in custody. Equally, a person who has been subject to, and

completed the assessment and treatment process, may be bailed or remanded in custody.

8.2 Section 77

Section 77@) of the Mental Heolth ond Reloted Services Acf requires the Court of Summary

Jurisdiction to dismiss a charge if satisfied that, at the time of the offence, the accused was

suffering from 'mental illness' or 'mental disturbance' (the operation of section 77 is discussed

further below at section 11).

8.3 Voluntary Treatment on plea or finding of guilt

Section 78 of the Mental Heolth and Reloted Services Act empowers the Court, where a person has

pleaded guilty to an offence or has been found guilty of an offence, to request from the Chief
Health Officer an assessment of, and if appropriate a voluntary treatment plan for the person if:

(a) the Court is of the opinion the person suffers from a mental illness or mental disturbance
that is likely to have contributed to the conduct constituting the offence; and

(b) the Court is satisfied the person

(¡) recognises that he or she suffers from a mental illness or mental disturbance and

(ii) has made, or is willing to make, a conscientious effort to address problems
associated with the mental illness or mental disturbance; and

(c) the Court considers it appropriate for the offence to be dealt with under this Division

having regard to the nature and seriousness ofthe offence; and

(d) the prosecution and the person consent to the offence being dealt with under this Division.

lf the assessment indicates that it is appropriate to treat the person under a voluntary treatment
plan the court may adjourn the proceedings for a period not exceeding 6 months, and grant the
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person bail on the condition that they enter into an agreement to participate in the treatment
plan.la

lf the proceedings have been adjourned the court must review the person's participation in the
voluntarytreatment plan on the resumption of the proceedings.ls lf the person has completed the
treatment plan, the court may (a) dismiss the charge; or (b) deal with the person under the
provisions of the Sentencing Act.16

8.4 Mitigation

lndependently of the provisions of s 78 of the Mentol Heolth ond Reloted Services Act, a person
may at any time plead guilty to an offence and seek to rely upon a mental illness or a mental
disturbance as a mitigating circumstance. ln such cases a pre-sentence report (incorporating a

psychiatric or psychological report) is commonly ordered by the court either at the request of the
defendant or on the court's own initiative.

8.5 Mental Health Order

Finally, the court has power under the provisions of Part 4 of the Sentencing Act to make mental
health orders.17 A court based clinician would play a key role in the implementation of such
orders, particularly during the assessment phase. Whenever the provisions of Part 4 of the
Sentencing Act are invoked, it would again make sense to divert the offender into the specialist
mental health list.

to 
See s 784. lf it is not appropriate to treat the person under a voluntary treatment plan, the court must deal with the

person under the provisions ofthe Sentencing Act.
1s 

See s 788.
tt 

See s 7SB(3). lf the person has not completed the treatment plan the court may (a) adjourn the proceedings for a
further period of up to 6 months and grant the person bail on the condition that they complete the treatment plan; or
(b) deal with the person under the provisions of the Senfencing Act.
ttThese 

are set out in Attachment D and are briefly discussed at p L4 below.
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9.0 MENTAL HEALTH COURT or MENTAL HEALTH DIVERSION LIST

By way of background, most Australian jurisdictions have developed and implemented specialist
mental health court lists or diversionary programs (at the level of the Magistrates Court) which are
designed to divert people with mental health issues (who have been charged with the commission
of criminal offences) from the mainstream criminal justice system.

The aim of these specialist court lists and diversionary programs is to prevent further offending by
adopting a more therapeutic response to the offending behaviour of persons wíth mental health
problems, and diverting them away from the regular criminaljustice system by providing access to
early assessment and interventions that address theír mental health needs and their offending
behaviour, as well as providing them with appropriate treatment in order to reduce their
likelihood of re-offending.

All of these alternative criminal justice initiatives have a common goal - which is to significantly
improve the interaction that people with mental health problems have with the criminal justice

system by providing a different and a better experience for persons who have a mental illness and
a more effective process for dealing with offenders with such problems.

ln order to ensure that mental health issues are adequately explored and addressed the most

appropriate course is for matters in the Court of Summary Jurisdiction, involving a question of the
defendant's mental health, to be referred to a specialist Mental Health Court or Mental Health

Diversion List.

It is envisaged that a specialist Mental Health Court or Mental Health Diversion List would be

constituted by an appropriately qualified Magistrate and hold all the powers of a Court of
Summary Jurisdiction. ln addition, the Court should have the power to make supervision orders,

similar to the Supreme Court under Part llA of the Criminal Code (discussed further below in

section 11).

The Mental Health Court or Mental Health Diversion List would also be supported by court-based

mental health clinicians who would assist the Court in assessing whether the accused was

suffering from mental illness or mental disturbance and determining the most appropriate course

(role discussed further below at section 10). The Committee acknowledges that cognitive

impairment does not form part of the core practice of those who will be appointed as Mental

Health Clinicians and there may be need for external consultation.

It is anticipated that the Court of Summary Jurisdiction will be alerted to any mental health

concerns at the earliest available opportunity. Those who may be in a position to raise concerns

include the Police, prosecution, defence counsel, family members, carers or correctional services

staff. ln addition, the person's mental state and presentation in court (whether in custody or on

bail) may lead the Magistrate to develop their own concerns. Upon becoming aware of the
potential existence of mental health issues, the matter should be referred to the specialist Mental

Health Court or Mental Health Diversion List for further investigation. ln the first instance, an

assessment should be conducted by a mental health clinician.
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It is intended that matters be fully disposed of by the Mental Health Court or Mental Health

Diversion List and should only be returned to the ordinary criminal justice stream if the court

determines there is no mental impairment and the accused wishes to plead not guilty and rely on

a defence unrelated to his/her mental health. Given that modern approaches to mental health

recognise that a person may suffer from mental health concerns, even if not to the extent that the
M'Naghten Rules recognise, there is a clear need to extend mental health enquiries beyond

consideration of a person's discharge under section 77 of the MHRSA, to persons found guilty.

Recommendation 6

lf it appears that a defendant may have mental health issues, including cognitive impairment, the Court of
Summary Jurisdiction should refer such person's matter/s to the Mental Health Court or Mental Health

Diversion List.

Recommendation 5

There should be established a specialist Mental Health Court or Mental Health Diversion List constituted by

an appropriately qualified Magistrate to which persons with possible mental health issues (including

cognitive impairment), who have been charged with the commission of a criminal offence in the Court of
Summary Jurisdiction, would be referred, and thereby diverted from the regular criminaljustice system and

into a forum better equipped to deal wíth defendants who may have mental health issues or a cognitive

impairment.

Recommendation 7

The following persons should be able to report concerns regarding a defendant's mental health to
the Court of Summary Jurisdiction:

(a) Members of the police force;
(b) Legal representatives ofsuch person;

(c) Those involved in the prosecution of such persons;

(d) Community Corrections Officer;
(e) The family or family carers, or other persons involved in the care of such persons;

(f) Any member of the public having a connection with and sufficient knowledge of such
person to give relevant information about such persons.

The means for making and receiving a 'report'will be managed by the Court
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RecommendatÍon 10

The Mental Health Court or Mental Health Diversion List should consider any referred matter in its
entirety, including any examination of the defendant's fitness to stand trial, defence of mental

impairment ot finding none of these, the defendant's sentence and plea of Guilty.

Recommendation 11

The Mental Health Court or Mental Health Diversion List should only refer a matter back to the Court of
Summary Jurisdiction if it determines:

(a) there is no mental impairment; and

(b) the defendant is fit to stand trial; and

(c) the defendant wishes to plead Not Guilty.

Such a hearing is then to be conducted in the ordinary criminal justice stream of the Court of Summary

Jurisdiction.

Recommendation 12

The Chief Magistrate may at any time, and in his complete discretion, give such directions as to the

procedures to be adopted in the Mental Health Court or Mental Health Diversion List as he considered will

be conducive to the more efficient operation of the Court.

Recommendation 8

The jurisdiction of the Mental Health Court or Mental Health Diversion List should include, but not be

limited to:

(a) Assessment of a defendant's bail application;

(b) Assessment and admission of a defendant, under Part 10, Divisionl of the MHRSA;

(c) Consideration of applications for dismissal of a charge on the basis of mental illness or mental

disturbance, under section 77 of the MHRSA;

(d) Making voluntary treatment plans, under section 78 of the MHRSA;

(e) Making orders for and consideration of pre-sentence reports requiring psychiatric or psychological

examinations; and

(f) Making Mental Health Orders, under Part 4 of the Sentencing Act.

Recommendation 9

The Mental Health Court or Mental Health Diversion List should have all powers of the Court of Summary

Jurisdiction, including but not limited to:

(a) Hearing such evidence and examining such reports as it considers necessary and, hearing all
arguments and submissions as may be addressed to it by legal representatives or mental health
professionals, including Mental Health Clinicians and the Chief Health Officer;

(b) Ordering the provision of reports from an expert as necessary;

(c) Ordering the defendant attend for examination, for the purpose of preparation of such a report as

necessary.
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1O.O MENTAL HEALTH CLINICIANS

The lynchpin of all of the specialist court lists or diversionary programs around Australia are court
based clinicians or their analogue. lt is against this background that the involvement of court
based mental health cliniciansls would greatly improve the interaction between mentally ill
offenders and the criminal justice system in the Northern Territory. Court based clinicians could
perform a variety of functions with the overarching goal of diverting mentally ill offenders into a

specialist Mental Health Court and possibly a mental health diversionary program along the lines
of the Tasmanian Mental Health Diversion List and the Victorian Assessment and Referral Court
List.ls

The primary function of court based clinicians would be to screen and identify persons coming
before the court who are suspected of having a mental illness or cognitive impairment. This
process would commence on the first occasion the person appears before the court, if not sooner.

When the person comes before the court in custody (for example, in relation to a bail application),
it is anticipated that the court based clinician would be in a position to report to the court on the
result of his or her initial assessment of the defendant. As part of that assessment the clinician
would review the police Statement of Alleged Facts, Department of Correctional Services
documents and any record of the person's prior contact with Mental Health Services (psychiatric
history) and any other available relevant information. The result of this assessment would
become highly relevant to the future progress of criminal proceedings and the direction in which
the proceedings would move.

Dependent on the initial assessment, it is likely that the matter would be referred to the Mental
Health Court or Mental Health Diversion List, with the potential for psychiatric examination and
monitoring.

The court based clinician would play a pivotal role in co-ordinating (and in certain cases preparing)
all necessary assessments, reports and treatment orders and to make available to the Court all
relevant information, including in relation to:

(a) Assessment of a defendant for the purposes of bail;

(b) Assessment and admission of a defendant, under Part 10 Division 1 (sections 73A-761 of
the MHRSA;

(c) Applications for dismissal of a charge on the basis of mental illness or mental disturbance,
under section 77 of the MHRSA;

(d) Voluntary treatment plans, under section 78 of the MHRSA;

(e) Pre-sentence reports requiring psychiatric or psychological examinations;

(f) Mental health orders, under Part 4 of the Sentencing Act.

tt lt is not envisaged that the Court would directly employ Mental Health Clinicians and, instead, the Department of
Health would be responsible for recruitment and retention of Clinicians, with formal oversight by the Chief Magistrate.
tt Such diversionary programs are heavily resource-dependant and their workability depends on the availability of
adequate service providers.
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It is envisaged that the court based clinician would perform a valuable role in the communication
of proposed treatment plans, supervisory orders and bail conditions to the Court. The clinician
could also appear as a 'friend of the court' and provide impartial views on mental health matters
and make recommendations outlining options for the court in dealing with matters, including the
grant of bail, particularly in terms of assessing the offender's willingness and capacity to undergo
any assessment/examination. The clinician would also be expected to provide regular updates to
the Court during the course of a person's matter.

However, the role of a court based clinician could be substantially extended beyond the above
relatively conventional spheres of involvement - albeit within the structure of a specialist Mental
Health Court or Mental Health Diversion List - and optimised in the context of a therapeutic
regime similar to the mental health diversionary mental health programs that operate in Tasmania
and Victoria.

Consistent w¡th both of those diversionary programs a court based clinician in the Territory could
perform a vital role in the various phases of the mental health diversionary process. lt is envisaged
that the clinician would be involved in:

(a) the screening and identification of persons suspected of having a mental illness or a mental
disturbance and their suitability to participate in the diversionary program;

(b) the facilitation of psychiatric assessment and triage by a mental health professional of
persons identified in the screening process;

(c) the gathering of background health information and documentation to support clinical
findings and the ¡ntegrat¡on of all relevant information into a court report in consultation
with supervising psych iatric staff;

(d) reporting to the court - as a 'friend of the court' - and providing impartial views on mental
health matters and making recommendations outlining options for the court in dealing
with such matters;

(e) the facilitation of diversion by communicating with appropriate service providers and
providing relevant information to assist with the integration of persons into treatment;

(f) the formulation of a treatment plan in consultation with the participant, supervising
psychiatric staff and service providers;

(g) the monitoring of the person's progress while on the treatment plan and reporting to the
court on the person's progress at periodic court reviews;

(h) the provision of a final report to the court prior to finalisation of the matter and
sentencing.

Finally, but not least, the efficient transfer of information (to the court) concerning any person
being considered for diversion, or while on diversion, would be critically important to the success
of any specialist Mental Health Court or Mental Health Diversion List. There would need to be put
in place a protocol permitting the ready exchange of information between NTG Mental Health
Services (including Forensic Mental Health and the Mental Health Review Tribunal) and the court.
Relevant information would include a person's interaction with the Mental Health Review Tribunal
and Forensic Mental Health Services. The court based court clinician would play an indispensable
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role ¡n this process of information-sharing. The facilitation of information sharing across all
agencies is addressed below at section 13.

Recommendation 13

Mental Health Clinicians should be appointed to assist the Court of Summary Jurisdiction and

specialist Mental Health Court or Mental Health Diversion List in all matters which may arise in

relation to the mental health of a defendant, including but not limited to:

(a) making an initial assessment of persons appearing before the Court of Summary

Jurisdiction and accused of a criminal offence and report to the court if it appears that such

persons may be suffering from mental illness;

(b) reporting and seeking immediate assistance from appropriate authorities under the

Mentol Health ond Reloted Services Act if it appears that such persons may be in
immediate danger of self-harm or harming others;

(c) assisting the Mental Health Court or Mental Health Diversion List to consider whether a

person appearing before that Court, may be suffering from a mental illness;

(d) linking such persons with such services as may be of help in their condition and, if
necessary, to seek immediate assistance from such services.

(e) carrying out such functions or make such reports as the Chief Magistrate may direct;
(f) be¡ng aware of and applying, where appropriate, the objects of the Mental Health and

Reloted Services Act as set out in section 3;

(g) coordinating and assisting with preparation of assessments, treatment plans and

communication of the same to the Court, under Part L0 of the Mental Heolth and Reloted

Services Act; and
(h)the monitoring of the person's progress while on the treatment plan and reporting to the

court on the person's progress at periodic court reviews.

Recommendation 14

The appointment of Mental Health Clinicians should be up to the Chief Magistrate, however,

considerations regarding the minimum qualifications of such Clinicians should be given, including

but not restricted to:

(a) Holding a current unrestricted registration with the Australian Health Practitioner Regulation

Agency, under the Health Proctitioner National Law Act 2009, in nursing, psychology, occupat¡onal

therapy or medicine;

(b) Holding a mental health nursing qualification accredited by the Nursing and Midwifery Board of
Australia;

(c) Holding a Bachelor of social work and current accreditation by the Australian Assocíation of Social

Workers;
(d) Having a post graduate qualification in mental health nursing; or
(e) Having substantialexperience in forensic mental health in courts, prison orthe community.
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11.0 SECTION 77 OF THE MENTAL HEATTH AND RELATED SERVICES ACT

The Court of Summary Jurisdiction has jurisdiction to hear non-indictable offences and Minor
lndictable Offences (if the Magistrate deems the charge is fit to be heard and determined

summarily under Part V, Division 2 of the Justices Actl.

Section 77Øl oÍ the Mental Health and Related Services Act requires the Court of Summary

Jurisdiction to dismiss a charge if satisfied that, at the time of the offence, the accused was

suffering from 'mental illness' or 'mental disturbance'.

The M'Naghten Rules remain the test. That is, it must be proved that, at the time of the offence,

the accused did not know what they were doing, or, if they did know, that they did not know that
what they were doing was wrong.

Jonathon Hunyor and Michelle Swift in their article 'A Judge Short of a Bench: Mental lmpairment

and Fitness to Plead in the NT Legal System',2o refer to two often expressed concerns about the

dismissal of a charge under s 77:

The first is a concern that a person with a mental illness which may have led them to engage

in criminal conduct will be released without any supervision or control over their behaviour.

The second is that making a section 77 order is tantamount to letting someone off.21

As to the first concern, the authors go on to say:

There may, of course, be legitimate concerns about the conduct of a person who has a

mental illness and the safety of the community. But we query whether these questions

should be allowed to intrude into an inquiry into criminal responsibility.

ln our view, it is more appropriate in cases involving people who have mental illnesses for
community safety to be protected through the mental health system, rather than the

criminal justice system. The provisions of the MHRSA allow for the involuntary treatment of
people with mental illnesses or their supervision on community based orders where this is

required to prevent a person with a mental illness from harming themselves and/or others.2z

As for the second concern, the authors point to a general perception (apparent from the

contents of some psychiatric reports) that 'a s77 order may amount to letting a person evade

responsibility for their actions'.23 ln response the authors say:

'o A paper presented at the Criminal Lawyers Association Northern Territory Conference at Sanur, Bali on 30 June
2OII:htLp:l/clant.ore.aulimaees/imaees/the-bali-conference/20u./Hunvor.%2OJ%2O&%2OSwift.%2OMo/o2O-
%20 A%20i u d ee%20 sh o r t%2O of %2O aYo2of ull%2}b e n ch -

%2}menid%21impairment%2}&%2o%2}fitness%2oto%20olead%20in%20Ihe%20Nf%20Criminal%20Leeal%20Svste
m%2O ZOtt .odf.

" Hunyor and Swift n L2, p9.

" Hunyor and Swift n L2, p9.

" Hunyor and Swift n12, p9.
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Of course, if a person is criminally responsible for their actions, 'letting them off may be a
legitimate basis for concern. But it is not, in our view, a legitimate concern in determining
the very question of criminal responsibility.24

Although section 77 appears in the Mental Health and Related Services Act , in essence it creates a

criminal defence. As stated by Fairall and Yeo in Criminal Defences in Australia2s the term 'criminal

defence' may be 'legitimately used to refer to any answer to a criminal charge or any claim that, if
accepted, would necessitate an acquittal'.

11.1 Principles of a mental impairment defence

Section 77 creates a mental impairment defence which is grounded in two important principles:26

(a) a mental impairment may act as an excuse from criminal responsibility

(b) the community must be protected from people who, as a result of a mental impairment,
are a risk to themselves or others.27

Although section 77 encapsulates the first important principle, it does not reflect the second

important principle.

Section 77 only excuses a person from criminal responsibility if the person fulfils the requirements

of section 77{4l,. lf the court is satisfied as to the matters contained in section 77(ê) the person is

entitled to an acquittal by way of a dismissal of the charge or charges before the court. lt is

misleading to say that a section 77 order is tantamount to 'letting someone off'. lf a person meets

the statutory criteria they are excused from criminal responsibility, as is the case with any other
criminal defence: they are entitled to be acquitted.

11.2 Supervision after acquittal

It is interesting that section 77 does not encapsulate the second important principle of a mental

impairment defence by providing some therapeutic supervisory mechanism designed to protect

the community from offenders who, as a result of mental impairment, are a risk to themselves or
others.

One suspects that the rationale for not including a therapeutic and supervisory regime was that
the Magistrates Court is a court of summary jurisdiction dealing with criminal cases of less

seriousness than matters dealt with in the Supreme Court, where the mental impairment

'o Hunyor and Swift n L2, p LO.
2t 

Fairall. PA & Yeo. S: 2005, Criminal defences in Australia, 4th ed., LexisNexis Butterworths, Sydney, NSW, p 1
2t 

See the VLRC Report.
27 

See the New South Wales Law Reform Commission, People with Cognitive and Mental Heatth tmpairments in the

Criminal Justice System: Criminol Responsibility ond Consequences, Consultation Paper No 6 (2010) 50. The public

safety concern is that an unconditional discharge may compromise community safety: without treatment or

supervision the offending behaviour of some persons could escalate and lead to more serious consequences for
the person and the community: see the Victorian Law Reform Commission 2014 Report on its Review of the Crimes

(Mental lmpairment and lJnfitness to be Tried Act 1997 at 15.49l
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prov¡sions of Part 114 Division 1 of the Criminol Code apply. However, the reality is that the
Magistrates Court can exercise summary jurisdiction over minor indictable matters, which can

carry up to 14 years imprisonment as a maximum penalty, and which in the absence of the
consent of both the prosecution and defence must be dealt with in the Supreme Court and subject

to the provisions of Part 114 Division 1 of the Criminal Code, if a mental impairment defence is to
be relied upon.

It is conceptually difficult to reconcile the provisions of section 77 of the Mentol Health and

Related Services Act with the provisions of Part 11A, Division 1, of the Criminal Code. Given that
both statutory provisions deal with a mental impairment defence and the gravity of some offences

dealt with summarily in the Magistrates Court there appears little, if no, justification for creating

two different regimes. While many summary offences dealt with in the Magistrates Court under

section 77 could be dealt with solely by a dismissal of the charge, other more serious indictable

offences (if they were to be dealt with under section 77l. may warrant some form of therapeutic

intervention and supervision consistent with the second important principle of the mental

impairment defence. The inescapable logic is that sect¡on 77 should contain a therapeutic

interventionist and supervisory component.

Any concern that a person may present as a danger to either themselves or the community is not
relevant to the determination as to whether the person should be excused from criminal

responsibility due to a mental impairment. Such a concern is only relevant to whether or not the
person requires therapeutic intervention and supervision to control the mental illness or mental

disturbance that caused or contributed to the offending behaviour so as to alleviate the risk to the

safety of the community or themselves posed by their mental illness of mental disturbance.

Furthermore, the suggestion that concerns for community safety are best addressed through the
mental health system, rather than through the vehicle of section 77 of the Mental Heolth ond

Reloted Services Act (as part of the criminal justice process) overlooks the second important
principle underpinning the mental impairment defence.

The suggestion that concerns for public safety are best addressed by the mental health system

(independently of the criminal justice system) leaves open the real possibility that a person who

has been excused from criminal responsibility due to mental impairment - and who poses a

significant risk to the safety of the community and themselves due to their mental illness or
mental disturbance - may be overlooked or neglected and fail to be brought within the operation

of the Mental Health and Reloted Services Act lor one reason or another. The ability to address

such concerns during the criminal law process overcomes the problem of people 'falling between

the cracks'.

11.3 Summary Jurisdiction

ln its present formulation sectionTT has given rise to another problem that relates to the exercise

of summary jurisdiction in matters that involve an application for dismissal of a charge under that
section. There are two preconditions for the operation of section 77: first, the person must be

charged with an offence in proceedings before a court (other than proceedings for a committal or
preliminary hearing) and the court must be exercising summary jurisdiction.
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Section 77(1) raises the question as to when the court is exercising summary jurisdiction

The Court's exercise of summary jurisdiction is governed by a number of provisions in the Justices

Act.

Section 120(1) of the Justices Act confers on the Court jurisdiction to hear and determine in a
summary manner (whether or not the defendant consents) minor offences contrary to sections

2IO, 2L9, 221, 224, 227 or 229 of the Criminal Code, or an attempt to commit such an offence,

where the value of the property involved does not exceed SSOOO.

Section t2LA of the Justices Act provides that subject to section L22A, where the person is

charged before the Court with an indictable offence, and the offence is either punishable by not

more than 10 years imprisonment or against sections LzO, L23, 228, 229 and 24I of the Criminal

Code and punishable by not more than 14 years imprisonment, the Court has jurisdiction to hear

and determine the matter in a summary manner and pass sentence on the person so charged

provided:

(a) in the opinion of the Court, the charge is not one that the Court has jurisdiction apart
from this section, to hear and determine in a summary manner; and

(b) the defendant consents to it being so disposed of; and

(c) the prosecutor consents to it being so disposed of; and

(d) the Court is of the opinion that the case can properly be disposed of summarily

Section 12LA(1AA) provides that the Court may seek from the prosecutor an outline of the

evidence that will be presented for the prosecution for the purposes of enabling the Court to
determine whether to hear and determine the charge in a summary manner.

Section L3LA(1) of the Justices Act confers jurisdiction on the Court to hear and determine in a

summary manner a charge in respect of an offence against sect¡on 186, L88(2), 1884 or 1884(L) or

2(a) of the Criminal Code.28 However, the Court must decline jurisdiction if ít is of the opinion that

the charge should be prosecuted on indictment: see s L3l.'A(21.2s

The problematic relationship between the statutory preconditions for the exercise of summary

jurisdiction and the hearing and determination of section 77 applications has arisen in at least two
cases.

ln Mununggurr v Gordon & Mununggur v Bolchin [2010] NTSC 82 the presiding magistrate

expressed concern about exercising summary jurisdiction in relation to a matter involving a

serious offence where an application was made under section 77 because of the unconditional

" These sections relate to violent offences.

" There is conflicting authority as to whether s 1314 is also subject to the provisions of s 1214: see R v Cavit Ex Parte
Griffiths [1986] 39 NTR 1; Gadatiya v Lethbridge (1992) 106 FLR 265; The Queen v Moreen [200].1 NTSC 29; Birkelond-
Corro v Tudor Stqck (2005) 15 NTLR 208.
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nature of a dismissal under that section and the absence of any power to impose a therapeutic
supervisory order in an appropriate case.

ln Taylor v Bamber [2011.] NTSC 36 it was apparent that the prosecutor was not prepared to
consent to summary jurisdiction because of the section 77 application and the unconditional

nature of a dismissal under that provision.

One of the preconditions for the exercise of summary jurisdiction under section 121A is the
requirement that the court form the opinion that the matter can properly be disposed of
summarily. Similarly, the prescribed violent offences can only be disposed of summarily if the
court is not of the opinion that they should be prosecuted on indictment. ln each case, the
provisions themselves are silent as to the matters that the court may take into account in forming
the relevant opinion. The only restriction on the matters that may be taken into account is

relevance: the matter must be relevant to the opinion formed by the court.

The fact that the dismissal of a charge under section 77 of the Mental Health and Related Services

Acf results in an unconditional discharge which, without any concomitant order for treatment or

supervision, ffiãV compromise community safety as well as the safety of the person would be a

relevant matter.

ln a similar vein, the VLRC Report made the observation that 'one of the factors relevant to a

magistrate's determination of whether to grant summary jurisdiction is the adequacy of the
sentencing orders available to the court': a 'magistrate may be less inclined to grant summary
jurisdiction if they regard a discharge and the absence of any power to impose an order to be

inadequate after a finding of not guilty due to mental impairment'3o - even if the type of offence

would allow it be heard and determined summarily.

ln Taylor v Bamber [(2011)] 28 NTLR L73 at tgl - t10l Barr J highlighted a feature of the section 77

process that may also bear upon the exercise of summary jurisdiction in cases involving an

application under s77:

Mr Robson for the second defendant suggested in the course of his argument to the
court that the procedures in s77 were 'crude and rudimentary'. For the purposes of
this decision, I do not need to make findings in relation to that characterisation.

However, I do note that 'designated mental health practit¡oner' (whose advice informs

the Chief Health Officer) may be a psychologist, registered nurse, occupational

therapist, Aboriginal health worker, social worker or an ambulance officer. True it is
that the person needs to have not less than two years approved clinical experience and

have completed an approved 'training and orientation course' before the person can

be appointed as a 'designated mental health practitioner'. However, to certify that a

person was suffering from a mental illness or mental disturbance at the time of
offending requires a retrospective medical diagnosis, and to certify that such mental

illness is likely to have materially contributed to the offending conduct requires an

30 
See [s.++] - [5.45] of the VLRC Report.
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expert opin¡on as to causation. lt is therefore unusual that the advice of persons in

some of the occupations referred to ís treated as equivalent to the advice of a

specialist psychiatrist and is sufficient under the statute to relevantly inform the Chief

Health officer to enable him or her to give the s77(2).certificate.

A reassuring factor may be that the Chief Health Officer under the Public Heolth Act

f952 (NT) must be registered or entitled to be registered as a medical practitioner: see

s s(fXb) of the Public Heolth Acf. The Chief Health Officer may, however, delegate to

any person all or any of his powers or functions under the Public Health Act (or any

other law in the Territory) and so it is possible that the Chief Health Officer's powers

under the Mental Heolth and Reloted Services Act could be delegated to someone who

is not a medical practitioner.

The fact that a process that can lead to an absolute discharge may be less than exact may also

relevantly affect the decision of the court to exercise summary jurisdiction where a section 77

application is contemplated.

Finally, the provisions of section I22A- which prescribe the circumstances under which serious

or difficult matters are not to be dealt with summarily - may also relevantly influence the

decision to exercise summary jurisdiction in cases involving an application under section 77.

The reluctance of the prosecution to consent to summary jurisdiction and that of the Court to

assume summary jurisdiction in relation to some matters involving a section 77 application has

serious implications. Those persons who wish to avail themselves of the mental impairment

provisions of s77 have to make a decision - usually informed by legal advice - to either forgo the

defence of mental impairment that is available in the Magistrates Court; or have their matter

transferred to the Supreme Court (through the committal process) to take advantage of the

mental impairment provisions of PartllA Division 1 of the Criminal Code.

A number of factors may militate against the latter course of action being adopted, including the

delay occasioned by opting to proceed by way of the committal process, and the subsequent delay

in having the matter determined in accordance with the mental impairment provisions of the

Court; not to mention the consequences of being dealt with under that onerous regime. The

undesirable - and clearly unintended - result may be that some offenders reluctantly decide to

have their matter dealt with summarily in the Magistrates Court when they have, in fact, a viable

mental impairment defence which has the potential to excuse them from criminal responsibility.

Similar issues in Victoria were recently considered by the VLRC Report.3l

11.4 Therapeutic Supervisory Orders

The current reluctance of prosecutors to consent to summary jurisdiction and that of the Court to

assume summary jurisdiction - as well as the consequential negative or undesirable effects - might

be cured by amending s 77 to include a discretionary power to make therapeutic supervisory

orders.

31 
See [S.¿6] of the Report.
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lf the logic and the desirability of including a therapeutic supervisory regime in section 77 is

accepted,32 what form should such a regime take?. Should it assume the form of supervision

orders that may be made under Division 5 of Part llA of the Criminal Code, or a different regime

providing the court with powers under Part 4 of the Sentencing Acf (Mental Hospital Orders33); or

again an altogether different regime.

Supervision orders made under Part 11A Division 5 of the Code may be custodial or non-custodial

and subject to such conditions as the Supreme Court deems appropriate.

Section 43ZM of the Code prescribes the overarching principle governing the making of a

supervision order under Division 5 of Part 11A:

ln determining whether to moke an order under this Part, the court must opply the principle

that restrictions on a supervised person's freedom ond personal autonomy are to be kept to

the minimum thot is consistent with mointaining ond protecting the safety of the community.

Section 43ZN(1) sets out the considerations that must be taken into account by the court when

deciding whether to make a supervision order:

ln determining whether to moke on order under this Port, the court must hove regard to the

following motters:

(o) the need to protect people from danger;

(b) the noture of the mentol impairment, condition or disobility;
(c) the relotionship between the mental impoirment, condition or disability ond the

offending conduct;

(d) whether there are adequate resources ovailoble for the treotment ond support of the

supervised person in the community;

(e) whether the occused person or supervised person is complying or likely to comply with

the conditions of the supervision order;
(Í) any other matters the court considers relevont.

There are provisions in Division 5 that govern the commitment to custody in a prison or another

appropriate place of persons subject to a custodial supervision order.3a

Although supervision orders are made for an indefinite period, they are subject to review and

capable of being varied or revoked.3s

The regime established under Part 4 of the Sentencing Act is of a different ilk.36

32 lt should be noted that the VLRC Report supported the conferral on the Magistrates Court of a power to make

therapeutic supervisory orders : see [ 5.54] -[ 5.61].
33 

The Part 4 orders are referred to as "Community Treatment Orders" in the Terms of Reference.

'o See ss a3ZA(1)(a), 43zA(21 and 43ZA(3).
tu 

See ss 43ZC,43ZKand 432D.
36 

See Attachment D.
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Unlike the provisions of Part 114, Division 5 of the Code, mental health orders made under Part 4

of the Sentencing Act are predicated on the person being found guilty of an offence - not on the
basis of being found not guilty due to mental impairment. Could these provisions be adapted to
the situation of a dismissal of a charge under s77 of the Mental Health and Related Services Act?

As an alternative to the above two regimes, a more community based model that harnesses the
provisions of Part 7 of the Mentol Heolth ond Related Services Act, may be preferable.

There is also scope for an eclectic model that incorporates the most appropriate elements of all

three regimes.

Ultimately, there is a need 'to design a scheme that suits the level of risk associated with the
lower level of offending that can be dealt with in the Magistrates' Court and is not as onerous as

the scheme that applies in the higher courts"37, and to implement a model that is "suited to the
Magistrates Court's operation where the conduct of proceedings is very practical, flexible and

expeditious, given its large workload".38

11.5 Procedural Aspects of the section 77 process

Although not covered by the Terms of Reference, there are issues relating to the operation of
section 77 of the Mentol Health and Relote Services Act which are sufficiently associated with the
matters to be investigated and examined within the present Terms of Reference to warrant
expansion of the Terms of Reference to encompass a review of the procedural aspects of
applications under s77 of the Mental Health ond Related Services Act.

The procedures to be followed in hearing and determining an application for a dismissal of a

charge under section 77 of the Mentol Health and Related Services Acf, which were explicated in

O'Neill v Lockyer l2OL2l NTSC 10, appear to be unduly convoluted and ill-suited to the Court of
Summary Jurisdiction where proceedings must be conducted in a practical and expeditious

manner, given the court's large workload.

The process is unnecessarily protracted, complicated and inefficient - and overall is an

unsatisfactory process in a robust court of summary jurisdiction.

The process under section 77 is initiated by a request from the court to the Chief Health Officer for
a certificate in the approved form stating:

(a) whether at the time of carrying out the conduct constituting the alleged offence, the
person was suffering from a mental illness or mental disturbance; and

(b) if the person was suffering from a mental illness or mental disturbance - whether the
mental illness or disturbance is likely to have materially contributed to the conduct.

tt 
See [ 5.58 ] ofthe VLRC Report.

38 
See [S.62] ofthe VLRC Report.
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The Chief Health Officer must not give the court the certificate unless he or she has received and

considered advice concerning the person from an authorised psychiatric practitioner or designated

mental health practitioner.

However, the certificate that is provided to the court is not determinative of the issues addressed

in the certificate. The court cannot rely on the certificate alone - without further evidence for the
reasons given by Barr J:

I assume ...that a certificate will contain a statement of the Chief Health Officer as to
whether (or not) at the time of the alleged offence a defendant was suffering from a

mental illness or mental disturbance; and that it may also contain a statement as to
whether the mental illness or disturbance was likely to have materially contributed to
the offending conduct. Such statements are necessarily based on opinion: the opinion

of the Chief Health Officer, informed by the advice (factual details and opinion of an

"authorised psychiatric practitioner or designated mental practitioner" under s77(3).

The opinion of the Chief Health Officer may be an expert opinion actually reached by

the Chief Health Officer himself or herself, or may be a simple transmission of the

opinion of another person, that is, of the psychiatric practitioner or mental health

practitioner who provided advice under s77(3). The opinion of the Chief Health Officer

may be a combination of both.3e

The certificate is not to be relied on exclusively for the purpose of the court satisfying itself under

section 77( lþl that "at the time of carrying out the conduct constituting the alleged offence the

person was suffering from a mental illness or mental disturbance."40 tn many cases the certificate

may be inadmissible (as evidence), and even if it is admissible the weight it may be accorded may

be nil or slight.al

The certificate is not binding on the court and the court is required to consider allthe evidence.a2

It must be remembered that the Chíef Health Officer is only required to provide a certificate as to
the matters referred to in s 77{.2l.: it is for the court and not the Chief Health Officer to consider

the matters in s 77(4)(b).a3

A distinction is to be drawn between the considerations of the Chíef Health Officer and those of
the court within the context of s77:

tt 
O'Neiil v Lockyer [2012]NTSC 10 at [6].

oo 
O'Neiil v Lockyer [2012] NTSC 10 at [6].

o' 
O'Ne¡il v Lockyer [2012] NTSC 10 at [6].

o' 
O'Neiil v Lockyer [2012] NTSC 10 at [6]. This is consistent with the statement made by Kelly J in Mununggurrin

relation to s 77(4)(a):
"...the Court must undertake its own assessment of those matters, which it can only do by considering relevant
evidence...the subsection plainly requires the Court to undertake its own assessment of those matters; it does not
require, or authorise, the Court to accept the certificate of the Chief Health Officer as determinative of those
questions".
o' O'Neiil v Lockyer [20L2] NTSC 10 at [6].



4L

...the certificate is directed to a different question from that to be decided by the Court

under s77(al. Both the Chief Medical Officer and the Court must determine whether at

the time of carrying out the conduct constituting the alleged offence the person was

suffering from a mental illness of mental disturbance. Thereafter the enquiries differ.

The Chief Medical Officer must state whether the mental illness or disturbance is likely

to have materially contributed to the conduct. That is a different matter from that
which the Court must determine under s77(41, namely, whether, as a consequence of
the mental illness or disturbance, the person: (¡) díd not know the nature and quality of
the conduct; (¡i) did not know the conduct was wrong; or (iii) was not able to control

his or her actions.aa

Accordingly, the Chief Health Officer must leave the section 77(4Xb) matters for the consideration

and determination of the court.as

The Court should always go "behind the certificate".46 Whether the court should receive as

evidence the report on which the Chief Health Officer has relied is a separate question, to be

answered by the court by reference to relevance and admissibility, as well as the principles

relating to receipt of expert evidence.aT

The court's power to dismiss a charge pursuant to s77(4) is not entirely dependent on an initial

establishment of the causal link between the defendant's mental state and the conduct in
question through the s 77 certificate:

The court's power to dismiss charges pursuant to s 77(41can only be exercised after

the court has received a certificate from the Chief Health Officer requested by the

court under s77(2)....

However, notwithstanding the requirement that the Court first receive a certificate

from the Chief Health Officer before proceeding under s77(4), the court's powers to
dismiss charges pursuant to s 77{41 is not dependent on the establishment of the

causal link, via the s 77 certificate, between the defendant's mental state and the

conduct in question.

The court has an independent role to consider and assess the evidence in any criminal

hearing where it is exercising summary jurisdiction. The court hears the evidence in

chief and cross-examination of all prosecution and defence witnesses (including

possibly the defendant). lt therefore follows that the court's findings and conclusions

may be very different from the matters stated by the Chief Health Officer in the s77(21

certificate. So, for example, even if the certificate certifies in the negative to the issue

in s77(2)(a), or in the affirmative to the issue in s77(2')(a) but in the negative to that ¡n

s77(2)(b), the court might well arrive at an opposite conclusion after considering the

* O'Neillv Lockyer [2012] NTSC 10 at [6] citing the statements made by Kelly J in Mununggurr al16l
ot o'Ne¡llv Lockyer [2012] NTSC 10 at [6].
ou o'Neiil v Lockyer [2012] NTSC 10 at [61.
o' 

O'Ne¡il v Lockyer [201-2] NTSC 10 at [6].
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identical issueto s7(2)(a) aspartof itss77ø.l(aldeliberations,andmaymakefindings
under s77( )(b) inconsistent with the certificate of the Chief Health Officer under

s77(2)(b).48

The purpose of the section 77(21certificate is to give a preliminary indication to the court and to
the parties as to whether the defence of mental illness/mental disturbance might be available:

ln practice, given that the court has to request the certificate, the court would
probably have already detected in the facts or evidence some indication of mental

illness/mental disturbance on the part of the defendant. The certificate takes the
consideration to the next stage by providing an opinion or statement as to whether (or

not) at the time of the alleged offence the defendant was suffering from a mental

illness or mental disturbance; and to whether the mental illness or disturbance is likely

to have materially contributed to the offending conduct.

...the s77(2) certificate cannot be other than a preliminary indication, a "red flag" as it
was described in submissions before me.o'

The defendant has the onus of establishing the defence of mental illness or mental disturbance

under section 77(41, consistent with the common law in relation to the defence of insanity in a
criminal trial.so The standard of proof is on the balance of probabilities.sl

The section 77 process is protracted because it often takes considerable time to receive the
certificate, and once the certificate is provided further time elapses before the report on which

the certificate is based is provided to the court and the parties. Once the report has been made

available the matter is case managed by the court - including the fixing of a hearing date. lt can be

some time before the application is heard and determined by the court. This drawn out and

unduly complicated process is inconsistent with the requirements of the court of summary
jurisdiction which are to dispose of matters in a practical and expeditious manner.

As will be seen from the decision in O'Neill v Lockyer l29Lzl NTSC 10 the certificate is not

determinative of the issues addressed in sections 77(2) (al and (b) - and in fact may be

inadmissible in some cases, and even where admissible may be accorded nil or slight weight.

Therefore, as the certificate may have little - if no - evidentiary value, one must question its
practical value within the legislative scheme created by section 77 of the Mental Health ond

Related Services Act.

Although it is said that the purpose of the section 77(2) certificate is to provide a preliminary

indication as to whether the defence of mental impairment or mental disturbance might be

available, is it really necessary to have such a 'red flag', which often takes a considerable time
before it is raised?

o" O'Neiil v Lockyer [2012] NTSC 10 at [6]
ot O'Neiil v Lockyer [2012]NTSC 10 at [6].
to o'Neillv Lockyer [2012] NTSC 10 at [61t' O'Neiil v Lockyer [2012]NTSC 10 at [6].
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The advice (report) on which the certificate is based also raises some issues.

The first issue is the one adverted to by Barr J in Taylor v Bamber [(2011)] 28 NTLR 173 at t9l - I10l
in relation to the providers of the advice.s2 The advice upon which the Chief Health Officer relies

must be professionally sound to ensure that the statutory regime for the dismissal of charges

pursuant to s77 of the Mental Health and Related Services Acf is sufficiently rigorous.

The second issue is that raised by Hunyor and Swift:

Another unclear aspect of s 77 is that the matters addressed by the Chief Health

Officer's certificate differ from those matters about which the Court must be satisfied

and there is no established procedure for the Court to receive evidence as to the

matters it must consider.

Certificates from the Chief Health Officer are required to address two questions only:

whether at the relevant time the person was suffering from a mental illness or mental

disturbance and whether "the mental illness or disturbance is likely to have materially

contributed to the conduct".

It is then for the court, after receiving the certificate, to satísfy itself of a different set

of criteria: whether the person was suffering from a mental illness/disturbance; and as

a consequence whether the person did not know the nature and quality of the

conduct; or did not know the conduct was wrong; or was not able to control his or her

actions. lf the court is so satisfied, it must dismiss the charge.

ln practice, mental health practitioners frequently give their opinions in their reports

to the Chief Health Officer about matters that the Court is required to address despite

this being beyond the scope of the matters about which the Chief Health Officer is

required to report.s3

The lack of clarity in relation to this matter of procedure requires consideration

Finally, but not least, s 77 could be more explicit as to the burden and standard of proof as is the

case with the mental impairment provisions of Part 114 Division 2 of the Criminal Code.

Consideration needs to be given to devising a simpler and more practical and expeditious, but

sufficiently rigorous, process for hearing and determining applications under section 77.

A possible option would be for the Court to request, at the outset of a section 77 application, a

psychiatric report, the author of which is sufficiently qualified to express an opinion as to the

requisite matters -thereby circumventing the current protracted and cumbersome process.

t'See p 12 above.
tt Hunyor and Swift n 12, p 8.
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11.6 Adoption of Procedure under Part llA

The Committee concludes that Part llA, Division 5 of the Criminal Code should be adopted in the

Court of Summary Jurisdiction but with variation to ensure that processes are simplified as far as

practical to align with the practice and conduct of the Court of Summary Jurisdiction.

One variation is relatively obvious, the removal of any requirement for a jury. The removal of the
jury as finder of fact may, however, pose an issue with respect to section 437{u. of the Criminal

Code, as counsel may need to agree to certain facts, without instructions. One must query

whether allowing counsel to agree to facts upon which the Magistrate will act, if satisfied that the

facts are proved, removes the presumption of innocence.

Another variation is that supervision orders be made for a specific time, but not connected to the

custodial sentence the person might have served. The basis for this is that the order is not to
punish but to protect, and linking the length of the order to the penalty for the 'crime' (of which

the person is not guilty) suggests that the underlying rationale remains punishment rather than

prevention of problems for the future. A further objection would be that if a time limit is based on

the custodial sentence the person might have served, this would require the Magistrate to go

through a process to determine what that sentence might have been and raise a potential ground

for challenge that the 'sentence', and therefore the period of the order is too long.

Given the extensive jurisdiction of the Court of Summary Jurisdiction, the NTLRC considers that a

maximum period of 12 months provides a suitable framework within which the Court can operate.

As supervision orders will be made for a fixed period of time, mandatory periodic review will also

be unnecessary. lt wíll be a matter for the Court to set any timeframes for monitoring and review

within the period of the order, given the circumstances of the individualcase.

Special mention should be made regardingthe Court's powers upon a breach of supervísion order.

A number of stakeholders submitted that breaches should not result in a criminal conviction, nor

imprisonment. lt is the view of the NTLRC that a breach of supervision order be dealt with by the

Court of Summary Jurisdiction in the same way that a breach is dealt with by the Supreme Court

under Part llAof the Criminal Code. Thiswill allowthe Magistrateto reviewthe matterand make

appropriate orders. There should be no formal offence for breaching an order, but, in appropriate

circumstances a review of the orders in place, including the potential for imposition of a custodial

order may be necessary. However, as noted in section 4.0, the NTLRC notes the general principle

that persons with a mental illness should not be detained in a correctionalfacility.

Recommendation 15

The Mental Health Court or Mental Health Diversion List should have jurisdiction to hear all

matters currently falling within section 77 of the Mentol Health ond Reloted Services Act.



Recommendation 16

The requirement for a Certificate to be furnished by the Chief Health Officer under section 77 of
the Mentol Heolth and Related Services Act should be removed and replaced with the
requirement for a comprehensive report to be completed by the Chief Health Officer or an

'authorised psychiatric practitioner' or 'designated mental health practitione/ as defined in
Mentol Heolth ond Reloted Services Act-
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Recommendation 17

The Report referred to in recommendation L6 should address the defendant's mental

impairment and provide recommendations regarding the defendant's ongoing supervision and

treatment.

Matters to be considered in the report need to reflect the matters set out in section 77(4) of the
Mentol Health and Reloted Services Act.

Recommendation 18

The Mental Health Court or Mental Health Diversion List should be provided with the power to
make therapeutic supervisory orders in the form of Part llA, Division 5 of the Criminal Code, but
with variation to ensure that processes are simplified as far as practical to align with the practice

and conduct of the Court of Summary Jurisdiction including - the limitation that supervision

orders be made for a specific period of time, no longer than 12 months, having regard to the
therapeutic needs ofthe person.

i
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12.0 FITNESS FOR TRIAL

Section 43J of the Criminal Code provides that a person is unfit to stand trial if the person is:

(a) Unable to understand the nature of the charge against him or her;

(b) Unable to plead to the charge and to exercise the right of challenge;

(c) Unable to understand the nature of the trial (that is that a trial is an inquiry as to
whether the person committed the offence);

(d) Unable to follow the course of the proceedings;

(e) Unable to understand the substantial effect of any evidence that may be given in

support of the prosecution; or

(f) Unable to give instructions to his or her legal counsel

ln accordance with sections 43K and 431 of the Criminal Code, the onus of proof is on the party

questioning the accused's fitness to stand trial (which may be either the prosecution or the
defence, although in practice this is more likely to be the defence), on the balance of probabilities.

However, if the Court raises the question, no party bears the onus.

The Court of Summary Jurisdiction does not have the power to determine unfitness to stand

tria l.

When a person is charged with an indictable offence (including an indictable offence triable

summarily) and there is an issue raised concerning their unfitness to stand trial, in order for the
issue to be determined the matter must proceed by way of a preliminary examination and the
person must be committed to the Supreme Court. lf the issue of unfitness is raised in relation

to a summary offence, the Court of Summary Jurisdiction has no option but to "go no further

and desist from hearing the charge" because the court has no power to determine unfitness for
trial and is unable (due to the offence being of a summary nature) to commit the defendant to
the Supreme Court to have the issue determined.sa

As pointed out in the VLRC Report on its Review of the Crimes (Mental lmpoirment ond
Unfitness to Be Tried) Act L997, the lack of power to determine unfitness to stand trial in the
Victorian Magistrates Court may have negative or undesirable outcomes:

lf the court does not grant summary jurisdiction (in relation to an indictable offence) due
to a lack of power to determine the issue of unfitness the prosecution may decide to
withdraw the charges, rather than proceed by way of the committal process;ss

The defendant may be pressured to plead guilty rather than expose himself or herself to
the onerous process and supervision regime in the higher courts;s6 or

sa 
See Pioch v Lauder (1976) 27 FLR 79. This case was applied in Ebatarrinja v Delond (1998) 194 CLR 444

ss 
See [S.t9] ofthe Report.

I
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The absence of a power to determine the issue of unfitness in the Magistrates' Court
operates unfairly (and unjustly) against a defendant with a mental illness because they do
not have the same right as other defendants to have their matter heard in a lower
court.sT

One might reasonably suspect similarly negative or undesirable outcomes in the Northern

Territory due to the lack of power in the Court of Summary Jurisdiction to determine the issue of
unfitness to stand trial.

As there is a "considerable practical overlap between the question of fitness to plead for trial and

the defence of mental impairmeñt",S8 there is a sufficient basis for the present Terms of Reference

to be expanded to include an investigation and examination and report (including any

recommendations) in relation to the lack of power in the Court of Summary Jurisdiction to
determine the issue of unfitness to stand to trial.

Recommendation 19

ln relation to all matters that the Court of Summary Jurisdiction would have jurisdiction to hear

summarily (including minor indictable offences), all questions relating to a defendant's fitness to
stand trial should be dealt with by the Mental Health Court or Mental Health Diversion List.

Recommendation 20

The process and matters to be considered by the Mental Health Court or Mental Health

Diversion List in determining the defendant's fitness should be adapted from those under Part

llA of the Criminal Code, simplified as far as practical to align with the practice and conduct of
the Court of SummaryJurisdiction.

s6 
See [S.20] - t5.251 of the Report.

s7 
See [S.3¿] ofthe Report.

s8 
See Stephen Gray and Justice Jenny Bloklan d Criminot Lows Northern Territory (2012 The Federation Press) p 80
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13.0 INFORMATION SHAR¡NG

The Northern Territory Law Reform Committee has consulted with the lnformation Commissioner
regarding the exchange of information between the Department of Health, Mental Health Review
Tribunal and the Court (including Mental Health Clinicians).

To facilitate information sharing across agencies, likely legislative amendment will be required, in

addition to a Practice Direction and/or the development of a Code of Practice.

13.1 Privacy and Consent

Privacy issues in a health context are of major concern to health professionals. There are statutory

restrictions on the sharing of personal and health information, such as the lnformation Act, and

professional conduct restrictions contained in various professional codes of conduct or practice.

ln this case, although information is sought forthe ultimate benefit of the individual, some health

practitioners are likely to draw a distinction between information provided to meet the

therapeutic needs of the patient and the 'assessment' and disposition requirements of the Court.

ln that context, it is very important that there be clear understanding and authority for the

exchange of information.

There would appear to be several situations in which the Court or a clinician would seek mental

health information about a person:

(a) pre-court, when a person may have been charged but is yet to appear before a Magistrate, a

clinician may seek information from Health or the MHRT, about the mental health of the
person or in order to establish whether the person is already undergoing treatment or is

subject to an MHRT order;

{b) by way of a Court order for a formal report on the person (this would be authorised by law);

or

(c) post-court, in order to monitor/supervise ongoing compliance with an order of the Court.

tS.2lnformotíon Act

Mental health information is 'sensitive information' under the lnformation Act. Collection, use

and disclosure of sensitive information is permitted if it is authorised or required by law (lPPs 2.L

and 10.1).

Other bases for permission to disclose in these circumstances are problematic at best. For

example:

consent of the individual will be problematic if the person does not have the requisite

capacity;

a
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the 'serious and imminent threat to the life or health of a person' exception may arise in

some cases but will not in most;

the 'law enforcement' exception only extends to use by or on behalf of a law enforcement

agency (which bythe terms of the definition would probably not include a court).

Under section 5(1X¡) and (j) of the lnformation Act, a Territory court or a Territory tribunal is a

public sector organisation that must comply with its provisions. Section 5(5) of the Act, however,

excludes from compliance 'a court in relation to its judicial functions', 'a tribunal in relation to its
decisíon-making functions' and 'a magistrate or justice in relation to a preliminary examination

under Part V of the Justices Act.'

Section 5(8) of the Act states

A reference to o court or tribunal includes a reference to the following:

(o)the members of the court or tribunal;

(b) the registror (however described) and the other officers of the court or tribunol;

(c) the staff in the registry ond other offices of the court or tribunol;

(d) the personol stoff of the members of the court or tribunol;

(e) ony other staff of the court or tribunal.'

It may be arguable that the act of court clinicians obtaining information from Health or the MHRT

falls within the exclusion. A criminal charge will already be before the court at the time

information is shared, and it may fall within the definition of tudicial functions'.

Although not completely on point, Kelly J in Kowcunse upheld the lnformation Commissioner's

earlier decision that the Anti-Discrimination Commission mediation process was part of the

Tribunal's 'decision making functions'. ln short, Her Honour took a broad approach to defining

'decision-making'. lt is likely that the same broad interpretation would be given in this current

situation to the definition of Judicial functions'.

lf the role of court clinician is legislated, the proposed legislative scheme, combined with the

above argument, is likely to justify collection of information by court clinicians. However, there is

a further step in considering whether it authorises or requires disclosure of such information by

Health or the MHRT.

One could argue that an exclusion for ludicial functions'would by necessary implication extend to

the disclosure of information by another body for those purposes. However, this leaves ample

room for dispute and refusal by a health practitioner to supply information on the basis that they

may be breaching an lPP.

tt 
Kowcun v Brenda Monaghan, lnformation Commissioner & Anor [20L3] NTSC 57
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It would be prudent for there to be an express legal basis for the Court to undertake the processes

being adopted and following on from that, a clear legal authorisation or requirement for the

information to be collected, used and disclosed for those purposes.

13.3 Alternatives

While detailed provisions could be included in legislation, there are two other potential

alternatives.

One would be to describe the functions of court clinicians and the process for obtaining

information in rules or a Practice Direction issued by the Chief Magistrate. This would form the

basis for a legal authorisation or requirement to disclose information.

The other would be the development of a draft Code of Practice under Part 5, Division 3 of the

lnformotíon Act. Although, it should be noted that this opt¡on has not been given any

considerable attention and would require further detailed consideration before it was deemed

suitable.

lf suitable, a Code of Practice could be developed jointly by relevant health, MHRT and court

officers, including court clinicians. This would allow for dialogue between all parties involved in

information exchange to ensure that practical working arrangements are developed and reflected

in the Code. Any draft Code would be subject to approval by the lnformation Commissioner.

Recommendation 21

The exchange of information between the Department of Health, Mental Health Review

Tribunal, court clinicians and the Court should be formalised so as to ensure workable

information sharing arrangements and compliance with the lnformotion Act.
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14.0 COST TMPL|CATIONS

As the Mental Health Court will be constituted using an existing magistrate and will displace some

of the current workload from the Court of Summary Jurisdiction, there will be no additional
resourcing required for the court. Additional resources may, however, be required by the relevant
legal service providers (notably the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions and legal aid

agencies).

The NTLRC acknowledges that there will also be significant cost implications for the Department of
Health, which are addressed further in section 18.

ln consultation with the Attorney-General of the Northern Territory, the Chief Magistrate has

facilitated the introduction of Mental Health Clinicians in Courts of Summary Jurisdiction at Darwin

and Alice Springs, which are currently funded by 'NT Funding'. ldeally, Mental Health Clinician's

would be extended to certain remote locations, which would undoubtedly involve considerable

cost.

Overall, the Committee accepts that many of the recommendations may not be immediately
practicable, nevertheless, the recommendations will achieve a long-term cost reduction as

illnesses will be recognised and treated at an early stage and offenders will be less likely to
reoffend and/or be imprisoned.
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15.0 VICTIM IMPACT

There is tension between society's need to adequately'punish' the individual who has engaged in

certain conduct and ensuring that the person receives necessary treatment for their mental

impairment/illness. Many of the court processes addressed above may be seen as lenient as the

offender is not 'punished' for their actions.

Part of the reparation to the victim in criminal cases is the knowledge that the offender is being

punished. The NTLRC has considered the impact of the above court processes on the victim and

queried what more can be done to offer consolation and redress to the victim, while also

addressing the public perception.

Communication is key. Providing the victim with an opportunity to express themselves is a vital

step towards reparation. ln addition, ensuring that the decision and reasons for the decision are

adequately communicated is vital. ln this regard it is envisaged that the Mental Health Clinician

would be in a position to provide invaluable assistance by way of explanation of the clinical

decision. Although, the NTLRC notes that it may not be appropriate for the Mental Health

Clinician to engage directly with the victim, this assistance may be provided through a conduit, for
example the Witness Assistance Service.60

The proposed amendment to section 77 of the MHRSA to provide the Court of Summary

Jurisdiction with the ability to implement and supervise therapeutic orders should also reassure

the victim and community that the individual is not being allowed into the community

unsupervised.

Given the limit on the use of Victim lmpact Statements under the Sentencing Act, there is no

formal means for the Court of Summary Jurisdiction to take the victim's views into account unless

they are sentencing an offender. However, if the provisions of Part llA of the Criminal Code are

extended to the Court of Summary Jurisdiction, the Court will be able to take into account the

victim's views.61 Further, the Court will be able to ensure the victim receives necessary

counselling.62

Recommendation 22

Ensuring that the victim of an offence remains informed throughout the process and is provided

the opportunity to express their views, should be a priority. Counselling services should also be

made available to the victim.

60 
ln this regard, it should also be clarified that the NTLRC does not envisage the Department of Health providing

victim counselling.

" Refer section 43ZL Criminal Code (NT).
u' 

Refer section 43ZP Criminal Code (NT)>
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16.0 INVOTVEMENT OF THE MENTAL HEALTH REVIEW TRIBUNAL

ln order for the MHRT to place an individual on an involuntary treatment order, certain criteria
must be met, including:

(a) the person is incapable of giving informed consent to the treatment;

(b) [in some cases] the individual has recently exhibited irrational behaviour;63

(c) is likely to cause serious harm (to themselves or another);

(d) represents a substantial danger to the community;

(e) is likely to suffer serious mental or physical deterioration; and

(f) there is no less restrictive means of ensuring the person receives treatment.6a

Under the proposed scheme (refer to section LL above), the Court of Summary Jurisdiction will
have broad powers to supervise individuals and order treatment as necessary. As a result, the
Court of Summary Jurisdiction is better placed and may order treatment and supervision even if an

individual is no longer exhibiting symptoms. Supervision in this regard will go a long way to
protecting the community (and the individual), particularly if the individual's conduct is episodic
(for example, contingent on their alcohol consumpt¡on).

The Court of Summary Jurisdiction will not act alone, without guidance from expert medical

practitioners, and will have access to expert psychiatric evidence both in relation to the offending

conduct and any future treatment and/or supervision. Further, contingent on the success of
information sharing (refer to section L3.0 above), the Court will be aware of any current treatment
orders made by the MHRT and will not interfere with or duplicate these orders.

The jurisdiction of decision making and review for those found unfit to plead or not guilty by way

of mental impairment was considered in the VLRC Report, with the ultimate recommendation that
the court-based model be retained. This recommendation was made by the VLRC in consideration

of the following:

(a)

(b)

(c)

there was insufficient support for the change;

the courts had developed significant proceduralframework, safeguards and jurisprudence;

judicial scrutiny is warranted given the process concerns legal and human rights issues,
questions on the continued detention of a person and community safety; and

(d) Courts confer greater legitimacy and authority to decision making, which is more effective at
ensuring public confidence and protecting victims' interests.

u' 
Unde, section 15 of the Mental Heatth ond Related Services Act, irrational behaviour must have been exhibited in

the preceding 48 hours.
6a 

See sections 14-1-6 of the Mental Heotth ønd Retated ServicesAct, noting that not all criteria apply in each situation
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The NTLRC adopts the position in the VLRC Report and reiterates that the Court is the most

appropriate body to fully dispose of matters involving criminal charges and, ultimately, criminal

responsibility. However, there may be scope for the Court to refer a matter to the Mental Health

Review Tribunal if appropriate. For example, at the end of the relevant 12 month period if the
person is still in need of treatment or supervision.
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17.0 APPTICATION TO YOUTH

The NTLRC has turned its mind to the application of the above provisions to youth. The general

consensus is that a youth should be able to avail themselves of the same provisions and

protections available to adults.
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18.0 DEPARTMENT OF HEATTH

Further to the submissions made by the Chief Psychiatrist, Dr Peggy Brown, and the Chief Health

Officer, Professor Dinesh Arya, the Department of Health provided the NTLRC with comments on a

draft of this Report.

The NTLRC notes that the Department of Health essentially supports the principles and intentions

of this Report, and 'looks forward to working collaboratively with the Department of the Attorney

General and Justice towards improving the interface between mentally ill or cognitively impaired

people and the justice system in a sustainable way that benefits the Territory community'.

The Department of Health has also drawn attentíon to certain specific recommendations of this
Report as requiring further consideration.

The NTLRC has considered these matters, and is of the opinion that, in most cases, the present

recommendations are sufficiently broad to cover the concerns raised by the Department. ln other

cases the issues raised can be sufficiently resolved by the cooperation and discussion on practical

matters presently existing between the Department of Health and the Chief Magistrate, which

assuredly will continue to the benefit of both.

It is fair to say, however, that the principle and understandable concern of the Department of
Health is that the recommendations entail 'substantial resource implications for the Department'.

ln formulating the recommendations the NTRLC has kept in mind the direction in the reference by

the Attorney-General that 'the Committee should have general regard to the cost implications of
the recommendations'. lt has stayed firmly away from the usual colourful and over-idealistic

schemes guaranteed to solve all matters by some sort of wand waving at vast expense. The

Committee has concentrated on practical measures that can be achieved in practical ways.

The Committee believes that the recommendations it has suggested are absolutely necessary to
achieve fair and equitable treatment for the substantial number of unfortunate people who fall

below the confines of ordinary behaviour, but not necessarily within the confines of the

M'Naghten Test.

Such people obviously require proper recognition and treatment: and it is to this end that the

recommendations are formed. Furthermore, this Committee believes that early recognition and

treatment will, in fact, relieve the Territory of the inevitable greater and more costly expense,

presently incurred by caring for such people after their condition has been exacerbated by delayed

recognition.
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APPENDIX A

Roundta ble Pa rticipants

NTLRC Mental Health lssues Sub-committee

Professor Dinesh Arya, Chief Health Officer/Chief Medical Officer, Department of Health
(NT)

Greg MacDonald, Lawyer, Solicitor for the Northern Territory

Dr Peggy Brown, Chief Psychiatrist, Department of Health (NT)

Acting Professor Robert Parker, Director Psychiatry, Department of Health (NT)

Dr Ranjit Kini, Consultant Psychiatrist, Forensic Mental Health Service, Department of
Health (NT)

Dr Marcus Tabart, Clinical Director, Central Australian Mental Health Service, Department
of Health (NT)

Ms Margaret Farrell, Director, Office of the Chief Psychiatrist, Department of Health (NT)

Ms Merrilee Cox, Director, Office of the Chief Psychiatrist, Department of Health

Mr Paul Usher, Crown Prosecutor, Director of Public Prosecutions (on behalf of the
Director of Public Prosecutions)

Mr Russell Goldflam, Lawyer and Barrister, Northern Territory Legal Aid Commission (on

behalf of the Northern Territory Legal Aid Commission)

Mr Jonathon Hunyor, Lawyer and Barrister, North Australian Aboriginal Justice Agency (on

behalf of the North Australían Aboriginal Justice Agency)

Ms Lauren Macaulay, Social Justice Legal Officer, Central Australian Aboriginal Legal Aid

Service (on behalf of the Central Australian Aboriginal Legal Aid Service

Ms Cassandra Ellis, Medico-legal lnvestigations and Review Consultant, Department of
Health (NT)



ATTACHMENT B

Submission to Northern Territory Law Reform Commission

'lnteractions befween people wíth mental health issues and the criminal justice
system'

Dr Peggy Brown Chief Psychiatrist, Northern Territory Mental Health Directorate

A. What measures might be taken to improve the interaction that people experiencing
mental health issues have with the justice system?

o More resources for the mental health system for assessment and treatment,
especially for people with prior contact with the criminaljustice system

¡ Mental health worker embedded within Police command centre
o Mandated mental health training program for all NT police

o lnformation sharing protocol between mental health and police.

o Regular meetings between MH and Police - at strategic as well as operational level

o Police exercise discretion about whom/when to charge if the offender appears

mentally ill, and so require targeted training about when and how to exercise

discretion in relation to persons with mental illness/disorders
o Early assessment by clinical staff after apprehension of mentally ill person by police

o Mental health training program for magistrates
o Regular meeting between Mental Health and Chief Magistrate re: procedural

matters
o Mental health staff attending to assist police where there is an incident involving a

current/known mental health client, or a person exhibiting symptoms of mental

illness

o Support person to attend when police question a current/known mental health

client

B. ln particular, what steps might be taken to ensure that the first point of contact for a
person experiencing mental health issues after arrest is with the mental health system and

not the justice system?
o Early assessment by clinical staff after apprehension of mentally ill person by police,

in accordance with the Notionot Principtes for Forensic Mentol Heotth ('Principles').1

¡ Need to consider how this is best done in remote areas for efficiency and cost

effectiveness - videoconferencing is an option
o Mental health clinicians visiting watch house in Dan¡rin and Alice Springs

o Capacity for CATT to visit watch house after hours if required
o Possible role for mental health peer workers to work with mental health staff in

watch house/court to engage and support mentally ill offenders

t 
Refer to Principle 3, National Statement of Principles for Forensic Mental Health, Health Ministers'Advisory

Council, 2006 - dealt with at the conclusion of this paper.

,J.



C. Would a court based mental health clinicians assist? How would this function in practice?

o Court based clinicians can assist in providing mental health assessments where

required for anyone currently on the court list or where the Magistrate specifically

requests advice on the need for clinical treatment
o Clinicians can also scan daily court lists for any individuals known to mental health

and ensure that their mental state is assessed and advice provided to the
Magistrate/ustice in a timely manner to assist early diversion where possible.

o Court based clinicians cannot provide a full medico legal report to the Court as this is

a resource and time intensive process and outside their area of expertise. They can

however give an indication to the court as to whether the person has current signs

of mentalillness which might require referralto the treatment system and/or trigger
diversion to the mental health court.

o Currently, privacy considerations may preclude the provision of information to the
Court about an individual's previous contact/treatment in the mental health system

(including their concordance with previous treatment) unless the individual consents

to the release of such information, or unless an alternate authorising power is

granted via an alternate means (via legislation or substitute decision maker).

D. Should a medical examination occur if the police suspect an arrested person has mental
health issues?

o lf the arresting police suspect an offender has a mentalillness (Ml), then that
individual should be assessed as soon as possible and appropriate actions taken,

depending on the outcome of the assessment and the willingness or otherwise of
the offender to agree to treatment.

a It may be that Ml was a contributing factor to the offending behaviour or it may be

that while Ml was not a contributing factor to the offending, that it renders the
individual more vulnerable during any period of incarceration. All of this information
is important, especially for the magistrate/judge dealing with their matter, when it
comes before the court.

a lf the matter is urgent, police should take the individual to the nearest

health/mental health facility for the purpose of a mental health assessment. lf the
matter is less urgent, then the person can be seen by clinicians who attend the
watch house or the court clinicians. Challenges arise if the person is bailed and

therefore not detained in custody.

Alternatives

1. The primary alternative to the mental health court modelthat has been proposed for NT

is really an expanded version such as the Queensland Mental Health Court. This is

constituted by a Supreme Court judge, assisted by 2 psychiatrists, who deal with
summary and indictable offences. Referrals to the Court can be made by any party, but

there are certain requirements which require specific matters to be referred to it (e.g.

when an individualwho is on a mental health order is charged with an indictable

offence). The Court sets aside the rules of evidence and has powers of inquiry which

means it can take all steps necessary to inform itself in relation to the mental state of an

offender at the time of an offence. lt rules on matters relating to unsoundness of mind

2



(USM) and fitness for trial or otherwise (NFFT), and it can make orders relating to the
disposition of the offender where a finding of USM or NFFT is made. lndividuals under

these forensic orders are then referred to the Mental Health Review Tribunal for further
monitoring and decisions regarding their orders.

2. Diverting mentally ill offenders to a specialist mental health court is preferable to the
matters proceeding through standard court proceedings where little attention, if any,

may be paid to the issue of the offender's mental illness, their risk to self or others, and

their risk of reoffending as a result of mental illness.

3. 'The 'first point of contact'will need to be a flexible model to cater to the Territory's
large geographical area and distributed population. Contact through the local mental

health clinicians should be the first point of contact if a dedicated court/watch house

service does not exist. This could be done face to face or via videoconference. The major

challenge is where the level of offending does not require the person to be detained at

the watch house and hence they are bailed but they do not subsequently attend for an

assessment. lndividuals should not be remanded in custody solely for the purpose of a

mental health assessment, especially if that assessment may take some time to occur.

The option for this is for there to be a provision in either the Mental Heqlth ond Relqted

Services Act or the Criminol Code that allows for the offender to be taken to the nearest

mental health service for an assessment and then returned only to the custody of the
police/court.

Court based clinician

4. Agree but need to consider issues relating to consent and privacy. Also need to be clear

about the role of the court clinicians. lt is not practicable for the role to include
providing the Court w¡th full medico legal assessments (as outlined above) nor can they
be case managers of people who have been before the Court. Feedback from the
forensic team was that clinicians are uncomfortable providing reports outside of their
area of expertise, which is clinical rather than legal- as touched on above.

5. See above for comments in relation to how a court based clinician could operate and

best practice.

6 - 10. No specific comment.

Police involvement

11. Agreed.

12. No comment

13. I am not aware of any arguments for varying these powers.

3



14. I don't believe that Police should be administering any'tests'. However, all Police should

be appropriately trained in recognising and responding to people with signs of mental

illness or cognitive disturbance.

15. Drug and alcohol workers may provide a valuable service to clients in the watch house.

Likewise, disability support workers may also provide a valuable input to those who are

clients of their service.

16. Covered above

17. At the time of orrest the suspect moy show no signs of mental imbolance but may in foct
hove o history of such. How is th¡s to be determined, consistent with the suspect's right
to silence?

This is difficult as the individual must retain primacy in relation to control over their personal

health matters, including in relation to past contact and/or treatment with the mental

health system. lf an individual was unwilling to consent to the release of such information,

then only an order of the Court (e.g. a subpoena) or legislative change could require the
information to be provided against the wishes of the person (who presumably has capacity if
they are not currently showing signs of mental imbalance).

E. Whether a better outcome might be achieved by amendinCsTTøl to provide a court

exercising summary jurisdiction with options other than mandatory dismissal of the
charge ¡f the matters set out in s77(4) are satisfied and a defence of mental illness or
mental disturbance is established.

Strongly agree that it is not appropriate for mandatory dismissalto be the only option if the

court is satisfied that a defence of mental illness or mental disturbance is established. There

are two main reasons for this. The first is that if the person has a mental illness, then they

should be diverted to the mental health treatment system so that their treatment needs can

be assessed and addressed. This would be in the best interests of the person. The second

reason is that the potential for reoffending is high if the underlying cause of the offending is

mental illness and it has not been addressed. Again, this is not in the best ¡nterests of the
person or the community. A third factor to consider is that mandatory dismissal means that
s77 is likely to be a very attractive option for any offender seeking to escape a consequence

for their actions, and as such, is likely to be over-utilised (or frequent attempts made to use

the provision, in circumstances where it may not be appropriate),

F. Whether it might be appropriate to provide a court exercising summary jurisdiction with
powers under Part 4 of the Sentencing Act (Community Treatment Orders).

This would be an appropriate option where the offender is deemed to have a mental illness

that would benefit from treatment (inpatient or community) and which may have

contributed to the offending but where there is insufficient evidence to find that the person

is not guilty by reason of mental impairment. The issue here would be exactly what the
nature of the order is the court could make and who monitors it. Does the person need to
consent to participate in the treatment? lf they have capacity and don't consent, then
presumably they should be sentenced in the ordinary manner. No one who has capacity to
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consent voluntar¡ly to treatment should be placed under an order requiring them to have

involuntary mental health treatment, unless there are extenuating circumstances at play e.g.

risk to self or others. Where an individual does not have capacity, then it may be

appropriate for a community treatment order to be made, but this should come with the
same safeguards as an involuntary treatment order under the Mentol Heolth ond Reloted

Services Acti.e. options forsupport, scrutiny and review. Effectively, this requires there to
be two separate decisions: 1) the decision of the court to defer sentencing to provide an

option for treatment but retaining the right to bring the offender back to the court for
finalisation of the sentencing at a later point in time and 2) a decision about whether the
person meets criteria for involuntary mental health treatment which should be within the
province of the mental health system and the MHRT.

G. Provide the court with powers similar to those given under Part llA of the Criminal Code to
the Supreme Court when a finding of not guilty by reason of mental impairment is made
(custodial and non-custodial orders, in addition to unconditional release|.

The current scheme leaves â'gap', particularly in relation to people who have episodic or
recurring psychiatric illnesses, which are common. This is particularly true for clients who

have a 'dual diagnosis' of a substance use disorder and a mental illness, where substance

use predisposes the person to becoming unwell. lf a person if not mentally unwell at the
time a charge is dismissed, there is no avenue for the Court or the mental health system to
compel that person to be assessed or treated. For those whose episodic mental illness is

associated with criminal behaviour, this gap is especially problematic.

It is entirely reasonable for the court to make an order in relation to the appropriate disposal

of an individual who has effectively been found not guilty by reason of mental impairment
(NGRMI), and this could be any of the options outlined above. The issue however is that the
person should not be subject to detention in a correctional facility if indeed they are found
NGRMI as I believe this is a breach of their human rights and international covenants. Such

detention should be within an appropriate therapeutic environment (health/disability), with
appropriate levels of scrutiny and review built in to the system. Likewise, it is most

appropriate for the ongoing monitoring of any such orders to be within the province of the
MHRT rather than the Court, for the same reasons. ln only the most serious of charges (e.g.

murder/manslaughter), it may be appropriate for the final decision about discharge of an

order to go back to the presiding court for their agreement, but this is unlikely to be

warranted for matters being considered in the Magistrates Court.

Comment on Part llA of the Criminal Code

Given the current NTLRC reference is in relation to improving the interaction that people

with mental health issues have with the justice system, and the potential for a scheme

similar to Part llA of the Criminal Code (Part llA) to be utilised in the NT Magistrates Court, I

make the following comments in relation to Part llA:

a) As set out above, it is my view that when a person is found NGRMI, any further
period of detention should be in a therapeutic environment rather than a
correctionalfacility. Further management of these people should be undertaken by

a mental health tribunal (potentially a specially constituted forensic division, which

could include a judicial officer, similar to the NSW scheme) rather than the court
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wherever poss¡ble. Part llA empowers the NT Supreme Court to make supervision

orders in relation to those NGRMI, committing the person to custody in 'a

correctional facility or an appropriate place'.2

b) Supervision Orders made under Part llA are for an 'indefinite' timeframe, subject to
variation and review provisions. The Court must set a term for a Supervision Order

at the time of making the order, commensurate with the term of imprisonment it
would have set for a finding of guilt. Section 43ZG(5) provides that the Court must

conduct a 'major review' of the Supervision Order within the 3-6 month window
prior to the expiry of the term of the supervision order. At a major review, the court
must unconditionally release the supervised person unless it considers that would
cause a serious risktothe safety of the supervised person orthe. However,'if the
Court considers it appropriate', it may adjourn the major review to a time after the
expiry of the supervision order term and make interim orders - including that the
person continue to be remanded in custody in a correctional facility.3 lf the Court

considers that there is a serious risk to the person or public, the Court must make

further orders, including the option to continue a custodial supervision order. These

provisions mean a person who is NGRMI may be dealt with by the Court (including

remanded within a correctional facility) for a term longer than they would have

been imprisoned, had they been found guilty of the offence.

c) People who are unfit to be tried can be remanded in custody pending a

determination to be made at a Special Hearing as to their criminal culpability and

consequent orders. Where a judge determines a person who is not fit to be tried is

not likely to be fit within L2 months, the Special Hearing is to be held within 3

months of that determination (s43R). However, section 43U provides that the
special hearing for this category of person can be adjourned (on application or at the
Court's initiative) for periods up to 3 months, with no limit to the number of
adjournments under this section. 43R (5)-(12) deals with those who are NFFT and

determined likely to be so within l-2 months. The maximum period these individuals

can be detained priorto a determination as to culpability ís 15 months. Application

of these provisions could leave a mentally ill person detained in a correctional

facility for an indefinite period, pending any determination as to criminal

responsibility.o The Part llA provisions and processes (for dealing with mentally ill

accused / offenders) are additional to and not in the alternative to the standard

criminal procedures. Given the current provisions, it seems there is potentialfor
breaches of the fundamental human rights of these individuals if they are remanded

in custody without appropriate safeguards around timeframes and place of
detention.

Extension of powers of the Court of Summary Jurisdiction

t8-22: No further comment to that set out above at 'E' and 'F', above

2lf satisfiedthereisnopracticablealternativegiventhecircumstancesoftheperson:section 43ZA(2).
3 

Sections 43zG(5X, (5XA) -(5XC).
a 

Sections 43R(3), 43U.
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Procedural aspects ol s77

23 - 24: lt seems to me that it is entirely appropriate that the court is not bound by a

certificate from the CHO and that it should be able to consider all of the evidence.

25: Considerotion needs to be given to devising a simpler and more practicol ond expeditious

but sufficiently rigorous process for hearing and determining opplicotions under s77.

There needs to be some way to assist the Court in understanding the validity of an argument

of NGRMI. Either this is through the filter of the CHO certificate as currently provided for in
the legislation (although I note that there is no requirement for the CHO to have specific

mental health expertise) or the Court could be assisted by an appointed advisor who could
give the same input. I don't know whether there would need to be statutory changes to
allow for this or whether it is a matter or practice rules being established to guide how this
could work.

26. As above

Unfitness to stand trial

27. lt would seem to be most cost efficient and effective to provide the Court of Summary

Jurisdiction with the power to determine unfitness to stand trial. Referral to the higher

court is not only expensive, but is likely to result in considerable delay, including for the
offender and any victims.

28. The implications of granting this power is that there needs to be similar processes in

place as currently apply in the h¡gher court, including options for review and ultimate
disposal of the individual if a decision of NFFT is made (including orders).

29. No specific comment.

'Other'

30. lssues in relation to consideration of the interests of victims of crime must always come

into consideration as well as the interests of individuals with mental illness. lt can be

very challenging to balance these competing interests as well as to reassure the
community that their safety and welfare has also been considered.

3L. Acts of extreme violence by an individual with no prior criminal history or only a history

of eccentricity or minor transgressions remain a risk that can never be fully mitigated.

Even the prospect of compulsory psychiatric examinations is unlikely to remove the risk,

as psychiatry is an inexact science and cannot predict with absolute certa¡nty the
behaviour of an individual at any point in time, let alone at a future point in time.

No modern society that seeks to respect the human rights of individuals would ever

support compulsory psychiatric examinations, nor do the resources exist to allow this to
occur.
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Overall risks to our society can however be reduced by the appropriate identification
and treatment of factors that may lead to offending behaviour. These factors include

mental illness but are not confined to mental illness. There are many criminogenic

factors that could benefit from early identification and intervention, including many

social and psychological issues. Any such approach would require a concerted effort
across government and society and a wealth of resources to implement.

National Statement of Principles for Forensic Mental Health

d) ln relation the management of mentally ill offenders generally, the NTLRC may wish

to have regard to the Notional Stotement of Principles for Forensic Mentol Heolth
(Principles).s The Principles are based on the relevant international and national

human rights framework. Rationale for the Principles includes promotion of optimal
outcomes for this challenging client group (and the community), as well as a move

towards national consistency.

e) While all of the Principles are relevant, of particular significance to the NTLRC

current reference are:

a. Principle L: Equivalence to the non-offender;

b. Principle 3: Responsibilities of health, justice and correctional systems;

c. Principle 4: Access and Early intervention;
d. Principle 7: Ethical Standards; and

e. Principle L3: Legal reform.

f) Principle L provides that people who are under the control of the justice system

should have the same access to the same standard of mental health care as those in

the community. lncarceration (on the basis of mental illness) should not be longer

than periods that would apply to non-offenders.

g) Principle 3 sets out principles for boundaries between therapeutic and correctional

intervention, as well as around transparency and clarity of process. Specific

reference is made to the separation of forensic mental health facilities from
mainstream prisons -geographically and in terms of ownership and funding. The

principle around separation extends to mental health and correctional staff being

employed by mental health and correctional agencies respectively, where possible.

Principle 3 provides that if a single agency employs mental health and correctional

staff, clear separation of responsibilities and appropriative administrative

management must be maintained.

s 
National Statement of Principles for Forensic Mental Health, Health Ministers'Advisory Council, 2006
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h) Principle 4 makes specific reference to people in police custody (or otherwise
remanded) having timely referral and access to appropriate specialist mental health

services. Principle 4 further provides:

All custodial facilities should hove capacity to ossess and treqt mental illness within
the primary core setting, ond to refer to specialist mental heolth services, both
outpatient within the custodiol setting and inpotient in o secure mentql heolth

hospital, as clinicolly indicoted

i) Principle 7 applies in relation to sharing of confidential client information - which

should be either with the client's consent, or to the extent necessary for treatment
and care...". The necessity of maintaining separate health and correctionalfiles is

noted. The requirements of Principle 7 should be incorporated in any MOU between
agencies in relation to management of forensic client information.

j) ln making its ultimate recommendations, the NTLRC may wish to reference Principle
13 and the relevant international covenants set out therein.
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Northern Territory Law Reform Committee

lnteractions between people with mental health issues and justice system

Professor Dinesh Arya, Chief Health Officer, NT

Thank you for the opportunity to be interviewed by the Northern Territory Law
Reform Comm íttee ("Comm ittee").

The Committee was particularly interested in consulting with me with respect to the
provision of certificates under section 77 of hhe Mental Health and Related Seryíces
Acf ("the Act").

ln particular, the Commiftee is interested in exploring:

1. What measures might be taken to improve the interaction between people
experiencing mental health issues and the justice system;

2. Whether a better outcome might be achieved if the court had options other
than mandatory dismissal of a charge if the matters set out in section 77 (41

are satisfied and a defence of mental illness or mental disturbance
(collectively, "mental disorder") is established;

3. Other procedural aspects of section 77; and
4. Considerations in relation to fitness to stand trial.

Let me start by indicating my view that the expert clinical opinion in relation to people
with a possible mental disorder coming in contact with the justice system should be
to:

1. Assist the Court in making its determination in relation to criminal culpability
for an offencel and

2. Ensure that a person with a mental disorder receives care and treatment so
that risk of recurrence of offending behaviour can be minimised.

However, in addition to the above, we must not lose a public health opportunity to
ensure that a person with a posslble mental disorder coming in contact with the
justice system gets appropriate care and treatment without delay.

Therefore, it is important that an assessment as to whether a person is suffering
from a mental disorder and whether the person has care and treatment needs,
should take place as soon as possible after the person has come in contact wíth the
justice system ("lnitial Assessment").

The category of people who can make requests for lnitial Assessments should
be broad, and include police officers, legal representative, clinicians in the

o

1 
By reference to the impact of any mental disorder
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a

watch house, the person charged with the offence and/or their family/carers
("potential referrers").
Court Mental Health Clinicians ("CMHCs") should perform the lnitial

Assessments, triage and link people with appropriate services.

Clearly, the above arrangement has the potential to increase the number of
assessments of people within the justice system that may need to be undertaken by
CMHCs. However, I would not consider it to be 'wasted' effort considering that if
there is a mental health need in the community, it would be appropriate to try and

meet that need.

The lnitialAssessments would be aimed at meeting people's immediate mental
health needs, however, a secondary purpose, at least for selected cases, can also
be a preliminary mental health assessment in relation to criminal culpability. This is
something that can be considered on a case by case basis by referrers seeking an

assessment.

lf the Court later requires a section 77 assessment and a certificate is required, that
could be undertaken in due course.

ln my view, an lnitial Assessment would provide the following benefits

1. Primarily, meeting the mental health needs of people coming in contact with
the justice system;

2. Early identification and appropriate diversion and treatment of mentally
disordered defendants, would reduce the overall burden on the Court system;
and

3. Reducing requests for section 77 certificates

It is important for me to highlight that the above will have resource implications as
the overall number of clinical mental health assessment requests to CMHCs is likely
to increase.

ln an ideal world, all potential referrers would be traíned in relation to when and how
to refer for lnitial Assessment so this could occur at the earliest point after
apprehension. This has further resource implications.

Section 77 requests

lf the Court requests a section 77 cerliÍicate ("Certificate") to assist in determining
criminal culpability, under section 77,in my view the Certificate and / or the report
which informs the Certificate ("Report") should address the following matters.
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The Certificate / Report should provide a clinical opinion as to:

1. Whether the person was mentally disordered (including disorder of cognition)
at the relevant time;

2. lf so, whether the person as a result of mental disorder:
o Did not have capacity to understand the nature and quality of the

relevant conduct;
o Did not know the nature of the conduct was wrong;
o Was not able to control his or her actions at the relevant time;

lf the Chief Health Officer's opinion is that a mental disorder incapacitated the person
to such an extent that'he/she did not understand the nature and quality of the
conduct; did not know or understand the conduct was wrong; and was not able to
control his or her actions' then there should be a requirement for a Management
Plan to be implemented, under some form of Court order ("Orded').

The Certificate / Report should then also set out:

3. A proposed Management Plan, including any recommendations for treatment
or interventions for the mental disorder to ensure that the risk of occurrence of
offending behaviour can be mÍnirnised;

4. Whether any proposed treatment should be voluntary or involuntary;
5. Whether proposed treatment should be carried out in an inpatient facility or in

the community;
6. Proposed date of next review of progress against the Management Plan, by

the Magistrate.

A Management Plan and any associated Orders would obviously not be required if
the person was not suffering a mental disorder at the time the Report was
completed,

Management and monitoring of Orders

ln my view, the Mental Health Court or the Mental Health Review Tribunal could
undertake the role of making and monitoring Orders.

I would be in favour of the Mental Health Court, rather than the Mental Health
Review Tribunal undertaking this monitoring function. I hold this view because I

believe that a Mental Health Review Tribunal undertaking routine reviews is a legacy
of the past, and not value adding. A resource intensive, expert, Mental Health
Review Tribunal should only deal with contentious issues.

Therefore, an ideal process to achieve the above would be an appropriately
resourced Mental Health Court supported by Court Mental Health Clinicians
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Once the Magistrate has made a determination in relation to the Report and
recommendations presented, the Court Mental Health Clinicians could potentially
take a care coordination role in consultation with mental health service providers, to
ensure that arrangements are in place for the Management Plan to be implemented
and monitored.

Again, such a process may require additional resources for the Mental Health Court
(including implementatíon and review of Management Plans and associated Orders)

Conclusion

By reference to questions set out in the Terms of Reference (26 May 201s), my
thoughts can be summarised as follows:

l. A broad category of trained 'potential referrers' would ensure assessment is
requested at the earliest possible stage of the person with mental disorder
coming in contact with the justice system;

2. Early lnitialAssessment would facilitate appropriate and efficient care and
treatment of persons suffering a mentaldisorder;2

3. Point 2, above, would promote improved mental health outcomes and also
efficiency in the court system by decreasing the number of Section 77
requests (hence, more appropriate resource allocation);

4. An amendment to sectionTT({) empowering a Court exercising summary
jurisdiction to make Orders around recommended Management Plans would
assist preventing mentally disordered persons'falling through the cracks'of
the mental health care system and also contribute to efficiency in the courts;

5. Court based Mental Health Clinicians would fulfil a crucial role in facilitating all
steps of the assessment, diversion and treatment process of mentally
disordered offenders, as well as co-ordinating and liaising between relevant
agencíes in relation to Assessment, implementation and monitoring of Orders.

'Which could be an inpatient or community setting.
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National Statement of Principles for Forensic Mental Health

i

Preamble

Forensic mental health is a specialised field within mental health. In terms of service
planning and development, forensic mental health has been neglected and reform has
lagged behind mainstream mental health services.

There is a high occurrence of mental illness amongst inmates in correctional settings.
Often mental illness is present in association with other dísabilities such as substance
abuse and intellectual disabílity.

Offenders with a mental disorder are a highly stigmatised and marginalised group in
our communíty. There are a number of particularly vulnerable populations within this
group, including juveniles, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and people
from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds. The marginalisation is

increased by sensationalised media representations that often give misleading
accounts of forensic mental health issues.

These Principles have been developed in the context of, and are underpínned by,
international and national policy frameworks including: the United Nations Principles
on the Protection of People wíth a Mental lllness; the International Covenant on Civil
and Potitical Rights; the Australian Health Ministers' Mental Health Statement of Rights
and Responsibitities; the National Mental Health Strategy; the National Standards for
Mental Health Seryrces and the Royat Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody.

The National Mental Health Strategy acknowledges that forensic populatÍons are a
group requiring access to the same range of services as the wíder community. The
Second National Mental Health Plan identified forensic populations as one of the target
groups for which the following reforms are essential:

. Improved service access

. Better service responses

. Further development
o Evaluation of appropriate service models

The Target Group

Offenders or alleged offenders referred by políce, courts, legal practitioners or
independent statutory bodies for psychiatric assessment andlor treatment
Alleged offenders detained, or on conditional release, as being unfit to plead or
not guilÇ by reason of mental impairment
Offenders or afleged offenders with mental illness ordered by courts or
índependent statutory bodies to be detained as an inpatient in a secure
forensic facility
Prisoners/young offenders with mental illness requiring secure inpatient
hospital treatment
Selected high-risk offenders with a mental illness referred by releasing
authorities
Prisoners/young offenders with mental illness requiring specialist mental health
assessment and/or treatment in prison
People with mental illness' in mainstream mental health services who are a
significant danger to their carers or the community and who require the
involvement of a specialist forensic mental health service
The Principles are not intended to apply to those who suffer intellectual
disability or substance abuse without co-morbid mental illness

a

a

a

The diagnostic groups that constitute this group of people for the purpose of the Principles will be

determined by each jurisdiction.
2
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National Statement of Principles for Forensic Mental Health

Rationale for National Principles

The National Statement of Principles for Forensic Mental Health aims to provide
cohesion and credibility so that optimal diagnosis, treatment and rehabilitation can be
provided to clients of forensic mentaf health services. While states and territories are
responsible for the delivery of forensic mental health services, the services should be

delivered within a framework provided by nationally agreed principles.

The Principles apply to clients in the adult and juvenile justice system. Services must
appropriately provide for the special needs of people with comorbid physical and
mental disorders and intellectual disabilities. Specific attention should ensure optirnal
outcomes for special groups such as women, youth, Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples, culturally diverse peoples, and older persons. The application of
these Principles in relation to the particular developmental needs and rights of young
people with a mental illness involved in the criminaljustice system is crucial. It is

recognised that the health status of prisoners/young offenders in general is lower than
that of the community and that this should be considered in the determination of
services and resource allocation.

These Principles are not intended to apply to clients under civil commitment provisions
of mental health legislation or those before the civil courts. These Principles should
also apply to individuals detained in custody by legislation other than criminal justice
systems. It is recognised that there is a significant frequency of complexity among
those who come to the attention of the criminal justlce system. Thís may require the
involvement of other government departments and may be the subject of separate
principtes. These Principles are primarily directed to the assessment, treatment and
care of those who suffer mental illness however the underlying values and intent may
be of use to those involved in service provision to other groups, including specialised
areas such as the management of sex offenders. The Principles do not comment on
the adequacy or otherwise of services provided to non-offender groups but should
apply to the care and treatment provided to those under correctional based orders
residing in the community.

Service Boundaries

Boundaries that confront forensic mental health services provide challenges for staff
and clients. These are between:

Forensic mental health service and the correctional system - there are
inherent difficulties in providing a mental health service within a correctional
facility given the major focus of correctional facilities being secure containment
and the focus of mental health services being diagnosis, treatment and
rehabilitation.

Forensic mental health service and the general mental health system - a

boundary between forensic mental health and general mental health services is

created by the client's involvement in the criminal justice system.

Forensic mental health service and other human services - the stigma and
fear of forensic clients often creates boundaries between forensic mental health
services and other human service agencies. This can result in other agencies
being unwilling to provide ongoing support, care and treatment'

í\

a

a

a

3



National Statement of Principles for Forensic Mental Health

Competing Priorities of Professional Cultures

The relationship between the treatment and rehabilitation culture of forensic mental
health services and the custodial culture of correctional agencies is often problematic'
Similarly, the police, courts, corrections and forensic mental health have different foci
and sets of expectations, which can, at times, be difficult to reconcile'

Legislation

Legislative reform is required to provide national consistency across mental health
legislation, and national consistency across jurisdictions with respect to criminal codes
and common law as they apply to forensic mental health clients, In the interim and
prior to the achÍevement of such legislative reform, cross-border arrangements are to
be facilitated.

{,. I
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National Statement of Principles for Forensic Mental Health

Principle 7:

Equivalence to the non-offender

Prísoners and those in the community who are under the supervision or control of the
criminal justice system have the same rights to availability, access and quality of
mental health care as the general population. Where health facilities are provided
within a correctional facility, there should be appropriate equipment and trained staff,
or arrangements made for such services to be available, at a standard comparable to
regional and community standards.

Services should ensure equality in service delivery regardless of an individual's age,
gender, culture, sexual orientation, socio-economic status, religious beliefs, previous
conditions, forensic status and physical or other disability. This Principle of
Equívalence applies to both primary and specialist mental health care. Consideration
should be given to the special needs of Indigenous offenders'

Prisoners and those in the community who are under the supervision or control of the
criminal justice system who are involved with the mental health system should have
equivalence with regard to legal rights and protections. They should have access to
competent legal representation when appropriate. They should not be subject to
longer periods of incarceration than their non-offender counterparts based solely on

the presence of mental illness.

Equivalence to the non-offender should extend to those who have been transferred
from correctional facilities to come under the responsibility of the health system.

r-J
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National Statement of Principles for Forensic Mental Health

Principle 2:

Safe and Secure Treatment

Treatment and care will be provided in an appropriate environment compatible with
the treatment and rehabilitation needs of the individual and the community's need for
safety.

People with a mental illness often harm themselves and become victims of violence'
Treatment decisions must be cognizant of :

. The legitimate needs of the community for a reasonable level of protection from
dangerous or seriously disruptive behaviour.

. The protection of the individual patient from unacceptable risks of serious damage
to self or serious deterioration.

a The cultural significance and impact of isolating practices on offenders

The safety needs of the individual, other patients/prisoners and staffa

TJ
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National Statement of Principles for Forensic Mental Health

Principle 3:

Responsibilities of the Health, Justice and Correctional Systems

The provision of mental health care for offenders is the joint responsibility of the
Health, Justice (including police and court systems) and Correctional systems and is to
be addressed in partnership. The contributions/responsibilities of the agencies
involved are to be planned, agreed, documented and freely available. Effective
communication between Health, Justice and Corrections (and any external agencíes or
professional groups engaged by them) is essential to implementing these joint
responsíbilities.

Mental health services are preferably staffed by mental health personnel employed by
a health service (as preferred provider of mental health assessment and treatment
services) rather than correctional agencies. Where the model adopted is that both
mental health and correctional staff are employed by a single agency it is important to
ensure that there is separation of management such that integrity of clinical records
and professional responsibilities are maintained.

A prisoner/young offender who requires inpatient mental health care will be

transferred from prison to an appropriate mental health facility havíng regard to the
person's mental health needs. Issues such as the offence leading to the person's
detentíon, their social circumstances and the likelihood of their remaining in

treatment, may be considered by correct¡onal managers when approving such
transfer.

Specialist inpatient forensic mental health servíces (secure facilities) should be owned,
funded and staffed by mental health and located beyond the geographic boundary of a

prison and run independently from correctional services. Where such geographÍcal or
funding separation cannot exist, there should be clearly separated management
responsibilities.

Custodial practices should promote positive mental health and minimise negative
impacts on the mental health of those in custody, Correctional services are
responsible for providing an environment conducive to mental health within the
constraints of needing to maintain a secure and safe environment. Mentally ill
persons in custody need to be ínvolved, to the full extent of their capabilities and
without discrimination, in the educational, occupational and rehabilitation activities
available within prison. Mentafly ill persons in prison need access to quality general
medical services.
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National Statement of Principles for Forensic Mental Health

Principle 4=

Access and Early Intervention

A prisoner/young offender, whether remanded, sentenced or in police custody, should
have timely referral and access to specialist mental health services when appropríate.
Persons attendÍng court who appear to be mentally ill, or about whom there is concern
regarding their mental health. should have access to assessment by an appropriately
trained mental health clinician. All persons entering a custodial environment should
be assessed with regard to their mental health needs and referral arranged
accordingly, Prisoners/young offenders should be made aware of the availability of
specialist mental health services.

All custodial facilíties should have capacity to assess and treat mental illness within
the primary care settíng, and to refer to specialist mental health services, both
outpatient within the custodial setting and inpatient in a secure mental health
hospital, as clinically indicated. The range of treatments and interventions available
and the qualifications and experience of mental health staff, should be at least
congruent with that available in the general community. There should be access to
acute interventions including treatment directed to alcohol and substance
dependence, and to psychosocial rehabilitation and pre-release planning, in order to
minimise the acute effects of illness and longer-term dÍsability.

It is recognised that persons wíthin the criminal justice system and juvenile justice
system have a higher prevalence of mental illness and mental disorder than the
general population. Strategies aimed at early intervention and prevention through
education, development of soc¡al skills and improved coping mechanisms should be
available to those within the justice system. This range of services should be
available to all those in custody including minority groups such as women and
juveniles. Prisoners/young offenders from Aborigina! and Torres Strait Islander
backgrounds, or other culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds, should have
access to appropriate cultural support, íncluding access to accredited interpreters and
the translation of written documents. Factors in the environment that are known to
be detrimental to mental health and wellbeing such as isolation, uncertainty, and
inconsistency in management should be mínimised wherever possible.

People within the criminal justice system who experience mental illness, or offenders
who have been diverted to secure mental health facilities, may at times seek transfer
to another State or Territory for personal or family reasons. Where such transfer is
seen to be in the best interests of the individual, access to appropriate services will be
made available in the receiving State or Territory.

L)
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Prînciole 5:

Comprehensive forensic mental health services

A comprehensive forensic mental health service is a specialised mental health service
providing integrated in-patient services, prison mental health services, court liaison

services, and- community mental health services, in a coordinated clinical and

administrative stream. Strong links and partnerships with general mental health
services and with consumer and carer organisations are a feature of these services.
These services should provide evidence based, multidisciplinary, continuous care,

consistent with those of general mental health services. Consideration should also be
given to the most effective way to engage services providing intervention relating to
ñomelessness, alcohol and substance use and aggression. There should be an agreed
process for the exchange of information and participation by all appropriate agencies

in the case management of the offender,

Broadly speaking a comprehensive forensic mental health service should provide the
following main functions:

r mental health promotion and prevention
. aSSeSSment
o ffiârìâgêment, including treatment and rehabilitatíon
¡ coordination of care ácross settings, including pre-release planning and linking

clients with general mental health and private mental health services
r delivery of care in a culturally sensitive environment
. facílitation of diversion to appropriate treatment settings
. consultation, liaison and support to general mental health services, corrections and

other bodies
. provision of expert advice and reports as determined by individual State and

Commonwealth requirements
. other functíons such as administration, research, education and training

{.J
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Principle 6:

Integration and Linkages

Forensic mental health servíces include: in-patient services; prison mental health
services; couft liaison services; community mental health services; and linkages with
general mental health services and consumer and carer organisations. Integration of
these elements of the forensic mental health service is required to minimise barriers
to the treatment of clients in the most clinically appropriate setting. There should also
be close integratíon with corrective services and parole bodies.

The duty of care in ensuring the safety of prisoners/young offenders, staff and visitors
in correctional centres as well as in the community requires a coordinated and
integrated approach to the case management of inmates.

Forensic mental health services must be línked with other relevant services in order to
provide treatment in the most clinically appropriate manner and setting' Other
services are often required by forensic mental health clients, especially drug and
alcohol services and disability support services; appropriate linkages between forensic
mental health and these services must be ensured'

Similar linkages are required between mental health and general health care services,
and social services such as housing and income suppott, which are necessary to
maximise the positive clinical outcomes for forensic mental health clients. Effective
inter-agency pre-release planning is vital to successful reintegration into the
community following relèase.

Lr
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PríncÍple 7t

Ethical Standards

The right of all clients to respect for individual human worth, dignity and privacy is not
waiveã by any circumstance, regardless of an individual's history of offending or their
status as a forensic mental health client or a prisoner/young offender. The capacity or
right to consent is not forfeited as a result of a history of offending or status as a

prisoner/young offender.

The conflicting needs of the client, prison and the criminal justice system demand the
highest ethical standards at all times from professionals working in forensic mental
health services, but serious ethical dilemmas may be expected to arise on some
occasions. Professional codes of ethics provide guidance relevant to such dilemmas
and should be adhered to.

All persons accessing mental health services, either within the health system or wíthin
the corrective services system, are entitled to the protection of their civil and human
rights and freedom from abuse consistent with the United Nations Principles on the
Protection of People with a Mental lllness and the relevant jurisdictional privacy
legislation.

Likewise, the confident¡al¡ty of client information will be respected, other than in

exceptional circumstances. Sharing of information between correctional and health
providers will only occur to the extent necessary for treatment and care or with the
consent of the clíent. Health records and files should be maintained and stored
separately from the correctional files, in accordance with Health Privacy Guidelines.

Mental health treatment should always be provided only with the explicit informed
consent of the client except in circumstances where the client is unable to give
informed consent by vi¡tue of their mental illness or intellectual impairment.
Treatment should only be provided with the consent mechanisms outlined in the
relevant jurisdíctions' substitute decision-making legislation and/or mental health act,
or in accordance with judicially determined conditions under relevant legislation.

TJ
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Princiole 8t

Staff: Knowledge, Attitudes and Skills

The forensíc mental health workforce requires a high degree of professionalism and
strong clinical leadership. In líght of the specialised and often challenging nature of
forensic mental health service delivery, it is recognised that appropriate training and
support are required to maintain a highly skilled workforce.

Information and training should be made available to all those having contact with
andlor responsibility for mentally ill offenders in relation to presentation and principles
of treatment and care to enable delivery of appropriate services.

Staff should be provided with opportun¡ties to develop, maintain and increase their
skills to enable them to provide high quality professional services to clients, including
cultural diversity training. The cultural knowledge of staff from Aboriginal or Torres
Strait Islander backgrounds, or other culturally diverse backgrounds, should be drawn
on wherever possíble.

In addition, strategíes will be Ímplemented within the workplace to ensure that
appropriate levels of supervision, support, and safety, are available to individual
workers, including Occupational Health and Safety requirements.

L}
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Princiole 9:

Individualised care

Forensic mental health services should meet the changing needs of an individual,
taking into account the entirety of their biological, psychological, social, cultural and

spiritual context.

Individualised care implies facilitated access, comprehensive assessment, unimpeded
treatment, regular review and recognition of the humanity of the person including the
involvement óf significant others in treatment. support and care. There should be

agreed recognition of the role and responsibilities of the involved agencies.

Historically there are populatíon groups for whom it has been difficult to provide such

individualised care within the forensic mental health system, and for whom special

efforts are needed to ensure such care. These groups include: Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples; culturally and linguistically diverse populations; children and

adolescents; those with intellectual impairment; and women.

13
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Princiole 7O:

Qualiff and Effectiveness

Forensic mental health services must have in place a quality improvement process

which through pedormance outcomes identifies opportunities for improvement in the
delivery of services and includes action to address identified deficiencies. This
improvement process must involve carers and consumers.

Effective treatment and rehabilitation will involve forensic mental health clients as

fully as possible ín decision-making. Quality mental health services will reduce the risk
of re-offending of individuals who have committed offences as a result of having a
mental illness.

Quality care and containment should be provided in a cost effective and efficient
manner.

Research and evaluation ís an important component of quality forensic mental health
services, The collection and analysis of routine outcome measures is necessary for
the adequate evaluation of services.

Lr
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Princinle 17:

Transparency and AccountabilitY

There is a risk that forensic mental health services will fail to maintain the standards
expected of a specialist health service, and will develop idiosyncratic practices. This
risk is minimised by services being subject to processes of accreditation against
national standards for mainstream services, external and peer review. The National
Standards for Mental Health Services provide appropríate benchmarks for forensic
mental health services.

Prisoners/young offenders who are detained under mental health legislation and who
are provided treatment without their consent, should have access to the same
external review and rights of appeal as those who are detained under civil law and
compulsorily treated. There should be access to complaints mechanisms and to
independent bodies such as the public advocate or ombudsman. The correctional
provider should encourage external scrutiny through organisations such as community
vísitors.

.ír
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Principle 72:

Judicial determination of detention/release

Decisions to detain, release or transfer mentally ill individuals found not guilty or unfit
for trial because of a mental illness or intellectual impairment should be made by
courts or independent statutory bodies of competent jurisdiction, not by a political
process or the Governor/Administrator in Council.

Where transfer decisions between prison and hospital are the responsibility of the
executive arm of government, these should be guided by relevant legislation.

These decisions should only be made in accordance with the applicable legislation and
legal principles, on the advice of suitably qualified mental health practitioners and in
accordance with best practice principles contained in this statement.

Judicial and Review Board hearings which determine detention, transfer, release or
discharge are to be transparent, accountable and accessible to families, carers,
vlctims and approprlate suppoft services.

c.)
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Principle 13:

Legal reform

Legislation must recognise the special needs of people with a mental illness involved
in the criminal justice system and comply with the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights, the United Nations Principles on the Protection of People with a Mental
Illness and the Improvement of Mental Health Care.

. Mentally ill offenders must have the same standard of protection that the justice
system offers everyone else.

. A formal legal process will determine the type of disposition but reserve flexibility
that will permit those responsible for the health of the person to provide
treatment.

. Courts or independent statutory bodies will consider expert evidence on the
medical condition of the person. Courts or independent statutory bodies may
consider material from a person who is not a party to a proceeding (eg. a victim),
if it is relevant to the determination of the court.

. Release decisions must be made by the relevant court or independent statutory
body not by political process.

. Legislation must permit the notification of next of kin, carers and victims about
decisions regarding detention, release or transfer.

r Consistency of legislation throughout the States and Territories is desirable.
Legfslation must allow the Minister in any State or Territory to enter into an
agreement with another State about the application of that State's mental health
laws - such that persons can be apprehended, detained, treated or transferred.

o Legislation must not allow the detention of a person in a mental heatth facility
merely on the basis of intellectual impairment, antisocial or illegal behaviour,
sexual preference, or political or religÍous conviction.

. Legislation should not allow coercive treatment for mental illness in a correctional
facility. Where there is no alternative place for treatment coercive treatment
should only occur subject to strict criteria and appropriate review of decision-
making in accordance with relevant legislative provisions, external review and
ethical guidelines.

{"J
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GLOSSARY OF TER.MS

CIVIL COMMITMENT PROVISIONS
Legislative provisions contained within a jurisdiction's mental health legislation that
allow for the involuntary treatment of a person with mental illness under specified
critería and circumstances.

COERCIVE TREATMENT
Treatment provided against the express wishes of the individual

CORRECTIONAL FACILIW
A premise or place required or authorised under the relevant state legislation to detain
a prisoner/young offender (May include a prison hospital).

CORRECTIVE SERVICES
The government department responsible for overseeing the custody and/or
supervision of prisoners/young offenders.

CUSTODY
The guardianship or care of individuals who are detained in relation to specifÍed
legislation.

GOVERNOR/ADMINISTRATOR IN COU NCIL
The executive arm of Government

INTELLECTUAL IM PATRMENT
Significantly sub-average general intellectual functioning that ís accompanied by
significant limitation in adaptive functioning, regardless of the cause. By definition,
must occur before attaining adult status; does not include any cognitive decline that
occurs in adult life. May be referred to in legal terms as natural mental infirmity or
mental retardation.

MENTAL DISORDER
A clinically significant behavioural or psychological syndrome or pattern that occurs ín

an individual and that is associated with present distress (e.9., a painful symptom) or
disability (i.e., impairment in one or more important areas of functioning) or with a
signíficantly increased rísk of suffering death, pain, disability, or an important loss of
freedom.

MENTAL ILLNESS
A recognised, medicatly diagnosable, clinically significant behavioural or psychological
syndrome that occurs in an individual and that is associated with distress or disability
or with a significantly increased risk of suffering death, pain or disability'

PRIMARY CARE IN THE FORENSIC CONTEXT
General Practice and other Primary Care Services, which are the first point of health
contact provided to those in custody, should have an emphasis on illness prevention
and early detection,

PRISONER
A person required to be in lawful custody on a charge of an offence, awaiting sentence
on conviction of an offence, or serving a sentence of imprisonment or detention on the
order of a court. It applies to a person of any age, In some jurisdictions, the person
may be referred to as a detainee or inmate.

1B



National Statement of Principles for Forensic Mental Health

SPECTALIST MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES
An organlsation that provides, as its core business, specialist level mental health
treatment and support to people with mental illness and/or mental health problems.
This is distinguished from primary care services that provide a range of assessment
and treatment seruices.
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